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What does the poppy mean and who started it ail?
The poignant symbol is due in large part to an
amazing woman who exempiified the

Auxiliary motto of Service Not Self.
BY DIANA LAZZELL

Well-mannered and well-off, Moina Michael was the tender age of 15 when
she started her career as a leacher in her hometown of Good Hope, Ga., a
town that could otherwise not afford a schoolteacher. Moina confinued her
successful career as a teacher in Georgia when she was caught overseas
as World War | broke out in Europe. Although her vacation was interrupted,
Moina helped thousands of stranded Americans book safe passage back to
their homeland.

After America entered the war in 1917, Moina applied te volunteer with the
YMCA Qverseas War Workers, the only war effort that was open to a 48-
year-old woman eager to contribute. She aiso gave a keepsake to each
student who was deployed—her own private war effort. Moina traveled to
New York City the following year to work at the YMCA Overseas Secretaries
Training headquarters, with the hope of eventually being stationed overseas.
She took a leave of absence from the University of Georgia in order to serve.
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