
It’s that time of year again! The American Legion Auxiliary is eagerly planning their 78th Session 
of Minnesota Girls State. We are looking forward to sponsoring a junior student(s) from your 
school to attend this program. We will be focusing on government, female empowerment, 
leadership, and the 250th birthday of our nation. This week-long program will be held at Bethel 
University from June 14-19, 2026. We encourage all responsible young women to apply. There 
is NO COST to the student and/or their family. All registration fees are covered by your local 
American Legion Auxiliary unit who sponsors your student(s). 

Attached to this email, we are sending this video along with more information. Please share this 
information to your principals, guidance counselors, and civics teachers. We have Auxiliary 
members who would love to come and give a Girls State presentation to all interested young 
women in your classes. Please reach out to our staff below to schedule a visit from your local 
unit. 

We would love to have one or more of your students partake in this great program and have the 
opportunity to meet like-minded students from across our great state of Minnesota. We look 
forward to hosting a student(s) from your school this summer. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please call any member of our staff. 

Christie Avant, American Legion Auxiliary Department of Minnesota Secretary: 651-224-7634, 
christie@mnala.org 

Wanda Prescher, American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Chairman: 507-254-0304, 
w.prescher1951@gmail.com

Peggy Tesdahl, American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Director: 612-715-4489, 
ranpegt0814@hotmail.com 

Amelia Tesdahl, American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Education Director: 763-269-1212, 
ametes2014@hotmail.com 

Jen Stolz, American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Committee Member: 763-234-1198, 
jstolz.de@gmail.com 

Renee Suess, American Legion Auxiliary Girls: 763-300-2226, rsuess3@gmail.com 
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