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Judy Ackerman      
 Department President 2024-2025
Dedication


This book of Annual Reports is dedicated to all members of the Department of Minnesota American Legion Auxiliary. Your service and volunteer hours are what make our programs succeed throughout the year. The information included in this book is only possible from the dedication, enthusiasm, and hard work of the more than 23,000 members of this department.
This book is also dedicated to the memory of four Past Department Presidents that we lost this year: Dee Dee Buckley, 6th District; Marie Goede, 1st District; Ardis Stone, 7th District; and Joyce Erickson Olson, 1st District. These Past Department Presidents were mentors to many of us. May they rest in peace. We will miss them.
Thank you all as we continue to go “Back to the Basics – Recognize, Respect, Remember.” Read about each program and learn what the members of the Department of Minnesota accomplished in the 2024-2025 administrative year. Thank you all!
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EDITOR’S NOTE


Under the leadership of Department President, Judy Ackerman, the 2024-2025 Auxiliary year of “Back to the Basics: Recognize, Respect, Remember” comes to a close. The Book of Annual Reports is the record of the outstanding service and accomplishments rendered by the members of the Department of Minnesota, American Legion Auxiliary during the year. This book is the property of the Unit and the officer who receives it should give it to her successor for reference and as part of the Unit’s permanent record.


Christie Avant
Department Executive Secretary
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[image: A person with large hair and glasses  AI-generated content may be incorrect. ][image: Medium shot of a person wearing glasses  AI-generated content may be incorrect. ]
Joyce Olson	Ardis Stone
Department President	Department President 1980 – 1981		1995 – 1996
[image: A close-up of a person wearing glasses  AI-generated content may be incorrect. ][image: Medium shot of a person wearing glasses  AI-generated content may be incorrect. ]
Dee Dee Buckley	Marie Goede
Department President	Department President 2006 – 2007		2007 – 2008

Order of Content

	Dedication

	Editor’s Note

	In Memoriam

	Order of Content

	Department Officers, District Presidents, NEC, Alt. NEC

	Preamble

	Department Chairman, Committee Members & Special Appts.

	Hospital Representatives

	Office Staff

	Past Department Presidents

	Reports

	Department Commander

	Department President

	National Executive Committeewoman

	Department Secretary

	2024-2025 Donations

	District Presidents

	Americanism

	Auxiliary Emergency Fund

	Children and Youth

	Community Service

	Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules

	Education

	Finance

	Girls State

	History

	Junior Activities

	Leadership

	Legislation

	Membership

	Memorial

	National Security

	Armed Forces Service Center

	Past Presidents Parley

	Poppy

	Public Relations

	Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

	Gift Shop

	2024-2025 Deceased Members

	

	

	




[image: A group of people posing for a photo  AI-generated content may be incorrect. ]

Sitting: Department 1st VP Robin Dorf, Department President Judy Ackerman, Department 2nd VP Linda Kelly

District Presidents
Standing: Row 1 – District 1 – Michelle Weaver, District 2 – Kollett Kaehlert, District 3 – Tamara Thayer, District 4 – Sandy Gibson, District 5 – Cari Lamb, District 6 – Dori Hamilton,
District 7 – Sandy Wersal, District 8 – Tamara Martin, District 9 – Donna Rae Jacobson, District 10 – Bethany Dickert
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PREAMBLE
For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes:
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a one hundred per cent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, State and Nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master
of might; to promote peace and good-will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to participate in and contribute to the accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The American Legion; to consecrate and sanctify our association by our devotion to mutual helpfulness

OFFICERS 2024-2025
President	Judy Ackerman
First Vice President	Robin Dorf
Second Vice President	Linda Kelly National Committeewoman	Jean Walker Alternate NEC	Raleen Tolzmann
Department Secretary	Christie Avant
Department Treasurer	Shannon Brown
Department Chaplain	Vida Bacon
Department Historian	Patti Coleman
Honorary Jr President	Terriana Richards
DISTRICT PRESIDENTS
First District	Michelle Weaver
Second District	Kollett Kaehlert
Third District	Tamara Thayer
Fourth District	Sandy Gibson
Fifth District	Cari Lamb
Sixth District	Dori Hamilton
Seventh District	Sandy Wersal
Eighth District	Tamara Martin
Ninth District	Donna Rae Jacobson
Tenth District	Bethany Dickert
DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN - COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Americanism	Kollett Kaehlert
Children and Youth	Anne Steffen
Community Service	Becky Olson Constitution/Standing Rules	Marsha Bible Education	Sharon Voltz
Finance Chairman	Norma Tramm
Finance Committee	Mary Hendrickson
Finance Committee	Cavalene Regan
Finance Committee	Tonia Bettermann
Finance Committee	Jill Davis
Girls State Chairman	Wanda Prescher
Girls State Committee	Renee Suess
Girls State Committee	Jen Stolz
Director	Peggy Tesdahl
Education Director	Amelia Tesdahl
Americanism	Kollet Kaehlert
History	Patti Coleman
Junior Activities	Jean Walker
Leadership	Carol Kottom
Legislation	Linda Kelly
Membership	Hope Wilson

Memorial	Vida Bacon
National Security	Mary Kuperus
Parliamentarian	Raleen Tolzmann
Past Presidents Parley	Shirley Frederick
Poppy	Marsha Bible
Public Relations	Cari Lamb
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation	Robin Dorf

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN - COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Gift Shop Chairman	Sandy Wersal
Gift Shop Committee	Becky Nelson
Risk & Compliance	Cheryl Schauman
Risk & Compliance	Kathy Kessler
Risk & Compliance	Deanna Meyer
SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS
Auxiliary Emergency Fund	Brandi Christensen Servicemen’s Center	Chris Ronning Advisory Board Committee 1	Donna Barbknecht Advisory Board Committee 2	Darlene Wondra Advisory Board Committee 3	Mary Hendrickson

SPECIAL CORPORATIONS
Brain Science Foundation
Anna Eells, Barbara Hopewell, Patti Gunderson
VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM & MN VETERANS HOME REPRESENTATIVES
Bemidji Veterans Home	Denise Milton
Fargo VA Medical Center	Becky Olson Fergus Falls Veterans Home-	Doris LaFayette Hastings Veterans Home -	Darlene Wondra
Luverne Veterans Home -	Jeannette Mertens Minneapolis Veterans Home -	Sandy Gibson Minneapolis VA Medical Center	Janet Thompson Montevideo Veterans Home	Jennifer Hurst Preston Veterans Home	Wanda Prescher Silver Bay Veterans Home -	Nancy Hopper Sioux Falls VA Medical Center	Diane Strassburg St. Cloud VA Medical Center	Janet Benson
Department Office Staff
Department Secretary	Christie Avant
Department Treasurer	Shannon Brown
Administrative Assistant	Jocelyn Yasis

PAST DEPARTMENT PRESIDENTS
*Helen Hughes Hielscher, Mankato	1920-21
*Mrs. Sandy Hamilton, Minneapolis	1921-22
*Myrtle Goetz, Fairmont	1922-23
*Mrs. George Osborne, Minneapolis	1923-24
*Rose Spencer, Winona	1924-25
*Rose Spencer, Winona	1925-26
*Maud Bishop, Thief River Falls	1926-27
*Maud Bishop, Thief River Falls	1927-28
*Tess Carlson, Willmar	1928-29
*Karjolaine Amundson, Little Falls	1929-30
*Myrtle Barnes, Fergus Falls	1930-31
*Irene Cory, Winona	1931-32
*Margaret Fraser, St Paul	1932-33
*Edna Dressel, LeSueur	1933-34
*Agatha Withrow, International Falls	1934-35
*Myrtle B. Vigen, Fairmont	1935-36
*Esther Moore, Minneapolis	1936-37
*Eleanor Robertson, Litchfield	1937-38
*Florence O’Neill, St. Paul	1938-39
*Elsie Schaefer, Duluth	1939-40
*Ruth Hutton, Excelsior	1940-41
*Mary Morse, Mankato	1941-42
*Alice Arntzen, Appleton	1942-43
*Lola Christenson, Wadena	1943-44
*Linda Stoops, St. Louis Park	1944-45
*Justine Knoblauch, St. Paul	1945-46
*Maureen Patterson, Austin	1946-47
*Margaret Arvidson, Kenyon	1947-48
*Hermana Alme, Moorhead	1948-49
*Alice Chelstrom, Columbia Heights	1949-50
*Nina Stein, Two Harbor	1950-51
*Betty Count, Minneapolis	1951-52
*Genevieve Lauben Peterson, Kerkhoven	1952-53
*Violet Dingmann, St. Cloud	1953-54
*Bernice S Flottarud, Zumbrota	1954-55
*Olga Paulson, Bagley	1955-56
*Glenda Osmundson, Adams	1956-57
*Ann Binger, St. Paul	1957-58
*Dagny Hanson, Alexandria	1958-59
*Ella Lindquist, Clarissa	1959-60
*Dorothy Christensen, Minneapolis	1960-61
*Helen Marie Smith, Elmore	1961-62
*Edna Adam, White Bear Lake	1962-63
*Mildred Mitchell, Tracy	1963-64

*Virginia Leivermann, Chaska	1964-65
*Margaret Walker, Robbinsdale	1965-66
*Mae Johnson, Thief River Falls	1966-67
*Doris Clarke, White Bear Lake	1967-68
*Inez Kienholz, Bird Island	1968-69
*Grace Kraft, Cannon Falls	1969-70
*Evelyn Starr, Cambridge	1970-71
*Mary Lou Beckman, Lake City	1971-72
*Peg McCarty, Minneapolis	1972-73
*Marge Goepferd, Bertha	1973-74
*Jean Nephew-Moder, Duluth	1974-75
*Ella Dokken, Maple Plain	1975-76
*Laverne Cruzen, St. Cloud	1976-77
*Joyce Jorgens, Beardsley	1977-78
*Margaret Lonergan, Bayport	1978-79
*Betty Radeke Carter, Red Lake Falls	1979-80
*Joyce Erickson Olson, Albert Lea	1980-81
*Gail Vanlandingham, Mankato	1981-82
*LaVonne Draper, Lanesboro	1982-83
*Blanche Coppa, Bayport	1983-84
*Mary Niles, Cambridge	1984-85
*Charlene Starin, Little Falls	1985-86
*Marion Headley, Sherburn	1986-87
*Leona Rapacz, Argyle	1987-88
*Opal Stokes, Monticello	1988-89
*Lois Koll, Sebeka	1989-90
*Dolores Goettl, Apple Valley	1990-91
*Sharon Jeffers, Minneapolis	1991-92
*Lois Deyo, Austin	1992-93
Betty Manginen, Grand Rapids	1993-94
Beverly Otterness, North Branch	1994-95
*Ardis Stone, Glenwood	1995-96
*Janice Dykema, St. Paul	1996-97
*Gwen Hamilton, Blaine	1997-98
*Jeanette Kava, Barnesville	1998-99
*H. Joyce Norell, Elk River	1999-00
*Annette Bray, Minneapolis	2000-01
*Kris Nelson, Brainerd	2001-02
*Karen Thygeson, Thief River Falls	2002-03
Norma Tramm, Cold Spring	2003-04
*Carol Holmgren, Cambridge	2004-05
Lori Skallerud, Madison	2005-06
*Dee Dee Buckley, Pequot Lakes	2006-07
*Marie Goede, Plainview	2007-08
*Carol Barbkecht, Underwood	2008-09
Marsha Bible, Waite Park	2009-10

	Darlene Wondra, Montgomery
	2010-11

	Linda Thompson, Coon Rapids
	2011-12

	Raleen Tolzmann, Minnesota Lake
	2012-13

	Shirley Frederick, Hackensack
	2013-14

	Chris Ronning, Osseo-Maple Grove
	2014-15

	Sandra Fredrickson, Glenville
	2015-16

	Carol Kottom, Buffalo
	2016-17

	Donna Barbkecht, Willmar
	2017-18

	Jean Walker, Warren
	2018-19

	Mary Hendrickson, West Duluth
	2019-20 & 2020-21

	Patti Coleman, Lino Lakes
	2021-2022

	Mary Kuperus, New London
	2022-2023

	Sharon Cross, Bemidji
	2023-2024




*Deceased

Commander’s Report Department Commander 2024-2025
Dr. Carl R. Moon

I am pretty sure that previous commanders began their year with anticipation and concerns on how it would turn out. Mine also, but I was encouraged early by an event that I attended in June 2024 prior to my election.
I wanted to visit Boys State, and I was so impressed. Not only by watching the boys interact with complete strangers in developing their communities, governments and agenda, but by the dedication and commitment of the councilors and staff.
Then after my election, there was Legion Baseball. Wow! Great teams and play, but again I was blown away by the number of volunteers and their passion for the game and program. The banquet alone had more than 500 people.
A little later came the community events, parades, post dinners and functions and the National Commander’s Tour. Whether big or small, I was inspired to see how involved our Legions were and how supportive of our Legion programs that they were involved in. I was so proud to represent our department at each and every one of these visits. You made me feel very welcomed. Thank You.
Speaking of the department, I have known most of the staff for years but as commander you get to know them a little better. Led by our outstanding Adjutant Mike Maxa, they were all so supportive of my programs and assisted me immensely. Their friendship was also greatly appreciated.
I worked our department vice commanders quite a bit to represent the Department of Minnesota when I was unable to attend a particular function. They all answered the call when requested. To the sergeant-at-arms, chaplain and historian, thank you. A special thank-you to the Zimmerman Post 560 Color Guard for being the Department Color Guard for my year. You made me very proud.
To my membership director: You worked your butt off and even though we didn’t do as well as we both were hoping for, I was very proud that you agreed to be my membership director.
Besides, it was a hoot being the “Carl and Carla Show” and especially great that we both like cigars and scotch.
And now for the hard part; I have been so blessed to have so many good friends, advisors and family support. I apologize for not naming everyone, but I must name a special few: Bill and Donna Barbknecht for your patience and support, Dan and Mary Ludwig for your guidance, Greg Colby for your council and Al Davis for your knowledge and friendship.
To my favorite Legionnaire, mentor, and love of my life, Peggy; you have kept me grounded and have reminded me that not everyone subscribes to “Life according to Moon.” You are my inspiration and reason that I am who I have become.
Again, thank you to all and I look forward to continue serving our Great Department and my fellow Legionnaires.


President’s Report Department President 2024-2025
Judy Ackerman

What a year this has been. I have a hard time trying to put all the emotions, memories and activities into words. I will try.
Installation as Department President at Dept. Convention was exciting. My grandchildren helped make it extra special. Ryan playing trumpet for the processional, Lauren giving a reading and Josephine and Calvin leading the Pledge of Allegiance. My entire family was in attendance, except for one of the grandchildren.
The next week was the Hopkins Raspberry Festival parade. It turned out to be a very wet morning with rain clearing prior to the parade.
August was the real start of the administrative year. Fall Workshop was held the ﬁrst weekend. The program chairmen worked on the main points to emphasize in the Auxiliary programs.
Junior Fun Weekend was held the following weekend. The Juniors had an informative and fun- ﬁlled weekend. Commander Carl came on Saturday and helped them pack the Personal Care Kits for the female veterans. The Jrs. Packed 138 personal care kits. A change was made this year and the Sr advisors/chaperones worked on making poppies. They did a fantastic job and made 912 poppies. (They ran out of supplies, or they would have ﬁnished the whole 1,000.) The following weekend there was a parade in Lino Lakes. Next it was oﬀ to National Convention in New Orleans, LA. Five MN delegates volunteered to participate in the service project. We helped paint, stain and put up a new fence for a family that was still aﬀected by Hurricane Katrina. If you have never attended a National Convention, I encourage you to attend at least one.
September brought Camporee at Legionville. A great time was had by those in attendance. I know I had a splashing good time, thanks to some with good aim and others who just hit the release. (No names will be mentioned, Commander Moon,) The yearly Hospital/Home Representative meeting was held the following Saturday. I attended the Harvest Rally in Fridley. Sept. 26-29 found eleven MN members attending National President Trish’s Homecoming in Wichita, KS. I was serenaded by 4 passengers (Raleen Tolzmann, Robin Dorf, Sharon Cross, and Jean Walker) to the tune of “99 Bottles of Beer”. It was a jam-packed Friday & Saturday. The highlight for me was the Presidential Library of Dwight D. Eisenhower.
October found me traveling to the 8th District Fall Meeting in W. Duluth, the Brainerd unit for their membership dinner and also to the 2nd District “Just Ask”/membership rally in Okabena. The end of the month brought National President Trish to Minnesota. The tour started out at the Armed Forces Servicemen’s center at the airport. Tuesday, we went to the Minneapolis VA


Health System, the Minneapolis Veterans Home, Fischer House and Fort Snelling. Wednesday, we made our way to the Eagles’ Healing Nest in Sauk Center and to the St. Cloud Stand Down facility. Thursday, we joined the American Legion Veteran’s Aﬀairs committee at the St. Cloud VA to hear updates. Fall Conference started with the DEC meeting and then Thursday night was our special speaker, National President Trish. She gave a recap of the Department Excellence Initiative for this coming year. She encouraged our units to share knowledge, focus on solutions, action plan strategies, growth initiatives and journey mapping. Friday night brought about the Poppy making challenge. The 5 teams managed to make 3,273 poppies in 2 hours.
The American Legion Family packed 300+ personal care kits for the female veterans. Awesome Job on both! The program chairmen brought trifolds and information to our attendees on the important items of emphasis for their programs. I hope that all who attended Fall Conference learned something new or something that ignited new enthusiasm for the mission of the ALA.
November brought trips to several units and events. I was oﬀ to Glenville for their Veterans’ Day supper. Cosmos post and unit had a potluck dinner for their Veterans’ Day event. Osseo held a Veterans’ Day dinner with their Girls and Boys Staters as guest speakers. Then I and nine Sr. and 3 Jr. members headed to Westminster, CO for Mission Training and the NW Division Junior meeting. Great information was received by all. I was able to attend the 4th District membership rally.
December brought the Pearl Harbor rally at Spicer. Great turn-out. I attended the Princeton post and unit holiday party. The Department oﬃce Holiday Party was held on the 5th ﬂoor.
December 14th was Wreaths Across America at Fort Snelling. It was a cold day, but it was a beautiful site with the wreaths on the grave sites of our veterans. Warmed up during the afternoon and then I was oﬀ to Fridley for their Christmas Dinner. The following week, I headed to the Stewart Unit Christmas potluck. Next was traveling to Luverne for the Gift Shop at the Veterans Home. Helped put the gifts into gift bags and then headed to Bagley for their Christmas Dinner. I was able to sign and deliver the charter to the Lawrence Lake (Coleraine) unit which meets at the Taconite post. A blizzard did not stop the ALA from delivering the new charter or the president getting home. I was able to attend the St. Michael Post & Unit Christmas gathering.
January brought trips to the Ogilvie unit and then the weekends were spent traveling to the District Mid-Winters. The ﬁrst weekend of Mid-Winters were the 1st, 4th/5th and 10th. We (Robin Dorf and I) started the Saturday morning in Winona, then to St. Paul and oﬀ to Anoka. The next weekend of Mid-Winters was the 6th District in Melrose and the 7th District in Olivia. The 3rd District Mid-Winter was held in Lonsdale. Unfortunately, I could not make it to the 9th District.


February was to bring the Sweetheart Rally and the 2nd District Mid-Winter, but since we live in Minnesota, the land of ever-changing winter weather, both were canceled. I attended the Valentine’s Dinner at the Montgomery Unit. The Legionnaires hosted and served the Auxiliary members. I attended two Pheasant dinners this year, Preston and Fergus Falls. The Oratorical contest was held in Anoka. The seven contestants were excellent. So very glad I did not have to judge them.
The 6th District Junior conference was held in Walker. These district juniors are doing great things. The Spring Department Executive Committee was held early morning prior to the Appreciation Rally in Chaska. The rally was well attended. Membership Chairman Hope was able to tell us that we reached the 85% goal by March 15th, the ﬁrst step toward National President Trish’s Merit Medallion Award. I supported my granddaughter, AJ, as she presided over the 2nd District Junior Conference. The Brownton Unit hosted their Legion birthday party. The SAL Spring conference was held in Rochester. Then I was oﬀ to Anoka for their Legion birthday dinner. Then oﬀ to the Moorhead Post & Unit Legion birthday dinner. Lamberton unit hosted their birthday dinner also. Entertainment was the Lamberton Kitchen band. Second District had their Non-Midwinter in March. The American Legion Family Bowling Tournament in Dayton started on March 29th. The Department Leadership team threw out the ﬁrst bowling balls for the tournament. I was then able to get to the last Leadership workshop being held in New Ulm.
April brought Department Commander Carl’s testimonial in Walker. It was a great time celebrating his year of service. The Department Junior Conference was held in Anoka on the weekend of April 11-12th. The 10th District was fabulous hosts to our Juniors. I had the honor of installing the newly elected honorary Junior oﬃcers. Proud grandma moment to be able to install 2 granddaughters as oﬃcers; Anastasia (AJ) as Honorary Dept. Jr. President and Lauren as the Honorary Dept. Jr. Treasurer. The last unit visit was to MN Lake. As I pulled into MN Lake, the sirens were going oﬀ, spotters were out and then the downpour came. Members waited and came to the meeting after the weather blew over. Thankfully, no tornados came to MN Lake.
The ﬁrst week of May was ﬁlled with travel and a number of unit visits. Nashwauk held a memorial service for the members. A beautiful ceremony was held. The joint testimonial for the 6th District leadership team was held in St. Augusta. I left St. Augusta for the drive to Roseau. I visited parts of MN that I hadn’t been to before. Roseau unit hosted a fantastic salad luncheon. (I think half of the 9th District attended.) Entertainment was provided by an accordion group. Unit President Jean then drove me to the US/Canadian border, so I can say that I have now been to Canada. Thank you, Jean. One more thing oﬀ my bucket list. The next day, I traveled to Fisher for their unit meeting. I traveled home and then the next day; I was oﬀ to


North Branch for their Mother’s Day Banquet. May 17th was the President’s Testimonial. Thank you to everyone who attended. I was honored and humbled to have those in attendance. I hope everyone had a great time. Memorial Day I was invited to attend the Memorial Day program at the Mpls. Veterans Home. SAL Commander John’s testimonial was held May 30th.
So glad I could help celebrate his two years of service.
June 6 & 7th was the 2nd District Convention. I was honored to install my daughter, Kristen, as the new District President. MN Girls’ State started on June 15th. The ﬁrst day started with an informative general session, then the Girls State citizens learned to make poppies. The citizens made 550 poppies in the 30–45-minute session. I was asked to share the Poppy Lady story on Sunday. Thursday will be the Inauguration of the newly elected Girl State Governor and state oﬃcials.
There are only a few weeks until Department Convention. There will be travels to the SAL convention in Morris and the 4th of July celebration in Forst Lake in those weeks.
It has been a fantastic year for me. Thank you to all the Units and Districts for their invitations. I enjoyed meeting with all the unit and post members throughout the Department. It has been a blessing.
God bless each and every one of you. God bless out veterans, active military and their families.


Jean Walker
National Executive Committee


As NEC following the end of the National Convention in New Orleans. I attended the Post Convention Orientation meeting and after this meeting I attended the Post-Convention National Executive Committee meeting.
National President Trish Ward gave a brief history of herself and went right into our meeting. The consent agenda was approved along with National President Trish Ward’s committee appointments. Sara Riegel, Executive Director, gave her report. Our National Treasurer, Virginia Hobbs gave her report and then the Finance gave a report on the 2024-2025 proposed budget, after discussion the budget was approved. We also adopted committee reports from the ALA Foundation and the Annual Resolution aﬃrming our newly elected oﬃcers.
Virtual meetings were held for all other NEC meetings during this last year. This included special sessions and our Mid-Year meeting in February. At our Mid-Year meeting reports were given by several committees and an updated ﬁnancial report. The NEC heard about updating some policies and our external audit.
I attended all the (DEC) Department Executive Committee meetings last year and gave a report about what is happening on the National Level. Attending a couple of the membership rallies this year was fun visiting with our American Legion Family members. Mission Training in Colorado was a learning experience and it was nice to see fellow Auxiliary members from the Northwestern Division.
I had the honor along with President Judy and Hope Wilson, Membership Chairman of traveling with National President Trish Ward during her visit to Minnesota, We visited the Armed Forces Service Center, Minneapolis Veterans Home, Fisher House, Brain Science Tour, Lunch at the Department Oﬃce with a self-tour of the Capital grounds, drive through Fort Snelling and stopped at the Visitor Center, St. Cloud Stand Down, Eagles Healing Nest and the St. Cloud VA. President Trish was our guest speaker on Thursday night at our Fall Conference. President Trish said she had a great visit to our state.
It has been an honor to serve as your National Executive Committee person this year. Thank you
for all you do for the American Legion Auxiliary, our Veterans, and their families.


Department Secretary Christie Avant
This past year has been fun working with President Judy and all the Department officers and chairman. It’s hard to believe the 2024-2025 Auxiliary year of “Back to the Basics: Recognize, Respect, Remember” is coming to a close.
The Department office staff saw changes this spring/summer. Shannon moved on to a new opportunity, although she has been helping until her replacement has been trained. Shannon, thank you for your commitment to the Auxiliary. Pa started on June 9th and was baptized by Girls State. She jumped right in and did whatever needed to be done. Jocelyn celebrated her 5th anniversary working for the ALA. Her dedication, commitment and quality of work are commendable. I had my second anniversary as the Department Secretary. I am still in awe and can’t believe I am here serving the Department. There have been some ups and downs, or as I say, “Learning Moments”. As a team, our number one goal is members first. We strive to serve the Department of Minnesota to the best of our abilities.

It has been great working with the Finance Committee as they committed to taking a deep dive into the Departments annual budget. With a continuing decline in membership some hard decisions must be made. The committee worked hard to come up with sound recommendations for the general membership body to vote on at the 2025 Department convention.

The Girls State committee took a leap of faith this fall. During their training in Indianapolis they learned about Campwise, an online registration company. They brought the idea back to Minnesota and off we went. The committee along with the office staff researched the benefits, cost savings and of course the pitfalls. Ultimately, the committee proposed the idea to the DEC and it was approved. The Department entered a 5-year Contract with Campwise. Girls State 2025 was the first time we used it and the feedback from staff and citizens was awesome. The amount of time the website saves staff is well worth it, but overall, the savings for the program will be seen by not having to print and mail everything we have in the past. Thank you to Wanda Prescher and Jen Stolz for all the help with setting up the website. Soon we will be using this website for other registrations, such as Junior Fun Weekend.
I would like to thank all the members who submitted items for both the Unit Mailings and Legionnaire. We all enjoy seeing what is happening around the Department. As well, we enjoy being able to support Our Posts and Units.

Our website and email version of the Unit Mailing are getting more popular. By using these tools, we can help cut Department expenses. I try to be timely in keeping the website up to date. If you are looking for something and can’t find it let me know. I’ll help you out or if it needs to be posted I can do that too.
In Service to the Department of MN members.


American Legion Auxiliary Department of Minnesota 2024-2025
Donations Report

	The following are financial points for a year-to-date comparison as of June 30th

	Auxiliary Programs
	2021-2022
	2022-2023
	2023-2024
	2024-2025

	$5.00 Bill Shower
	$31,919.61
	$32,348.40
	$36,003.92
	$31,469.82

	ALA Hospital Program
	$35,933.65
	$32,667.20
	$32,248.94
	$28,487.75

	Gift Shop
	$37,358.97
	$39,792.39
	$41,393.42
	$41,546.84

	Girls State Support
	$15,595.57
	$9,846.05
	$8,744.00
	$14,802.78

	Girls State Registrations
	$68,100.00
	$69,000.00
	$65,100.00
	$67,200.00

	Girls State Shirt Shack/SWAG
	$10,682.98
	$14,037.12
	$11,252.29
	$8,980.00

	Department Junior President Project
	$10,838.50
	$19,156.00
	$20,588.09
	$5,785.00

	Department President's Project
	$35,888.96
	$31,878.50
	$25,646.55
	$32,287.50

	Past President's Scholarship
	$4,385.50
	$5,115.00
	$5,124.46
	$3,665.00

	Department Scholarship
	$7,119.50
	$6,650.00
	$7,013.00
	$4,365.00

	Total
	$257,823.24
	$260,490.66
	$253,114.67
	$238,589.69



	Affiliated Programs
	2021-2022
	2022-2023
	2023-2024
	2024-2025

	ALA Foundation
	$1,590.00
	$3,144.45
	$2,950.00
	$2,390.00

	Auxiliary Emergency Fund
	$25,226.16
	$21,693.24
	$23,880.39
	$14,204.53

	Armed Forces Center
	$19,030.60
	$22,769.18
	$23,674.28
	$24,943.21

	TAL Family Hospital Assn
	$5,475.00
	$5,279.45
	$4,940.00
	$5,327.50

	Child Welfare Foundation
	$5,310.00
	$5,567.50
	$3,706.65
	$4,442.50

	Brain Science
	$5,403.24
	$6,245.00
	$7,930.00
	$6,955.00

	Legionville
	$6,070.00
	$5,020.00
	$6,430.00
	$5,570.00

	Fisher House
	$18,916.42
	$22,847.89
	$20,872.54
	$19,819.90

	TFA (Temporary Financial Assistance)
	$7,532.50
	$5,957.00
	$5,786.00
	$5,015.00

	Veteran's & Children's Foundation
	x
	x
	$500.00
	$2,780.00

	Minnesota's - Fund 85
	x
	x
	$110.00
	$3,425.00

	Total
	$94,553.92
	$98,523.71
	$100,779.86
	$94,872.64



	Total Contributions
	$352,377.16
	$359,014.37
	$353,894.53
	$333,462.33


Submitted By: Pa Yang
Dept. Accountant pa@mnala.org


District Presidents – 2024-2025 Michele Weaver, 1st District President
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A Grateful Farewell: Reflecting on Two Years of Service
As I conclude my term as President of the 1st District of Minnesota American Legion Auxiliary, I am filled with overwhelming gratitude for the privilege of serving such an extraordinary organization and its inspiring members.
To the incredible members of the 1st District, thank you for entrusting me to lead and represent you. Your unwavering dedication to supporting veterans, military families, and communities has been my constant source of inspiration. Together, we have achieved so much, and it has been an honor to witness the profound impact of your efforts.

It has been my pleasure to meet the members and see and hear about all of your accomplishments. Thanks to all our first time attendees to the District convention I hope attendance continues to grow with every year.
I extend my sincere gratitude to the officers, committee chairs, and members whose collaboration and encouragement have guided me through challenges and celebrated our achievements. Your dedication has made this journey truly rewarding. From advancing our programs to enriching our outreach, we have upheld our mission and created lasting change in the lives we serve. I take immense pride in all that we have accomplished and hope the foundation we’ve built will continue to thrive.
As I step down from my position, my commitment to the 1st District American Legion Auxiliary remains steadfast. I look forward to continuing to serve alongside you in new roles, fostering the shared mission that unites us all. I am always available to mentor and support others, as I have been so graciously mentored throughout this journey.

Thank you for allowing me the honor of serving as your President. This role has been deeply fulfilling, and I am forever grateful for the trust, support, and friendships I have gained. Together, let us look toward the future, continuing to strengthen our Auxiliary and advance our shared mission.


Kollett Kaehlert, 2nd District President
[image: A person standing in front of flags  AI-generated content may be incorrect. ]
Second District Presidents year, it was a great one.
In July I was reinstalled as the President of the Second District for a second year at the Department Convention in Wilmar on July 13, 2024. My theme stayed the same “Serving Those Who Served Our Country” my symbol stayed the Helping Hands, I selected for my project to raise funds for two granite benches at the Luverne Veterans Home for the front memorial area, as the ones there were placed by the 2nd District President 30 years ago and needed to be replaced.

On Sunday July 14th we held a District Family Picnic and Changeover on the 14th in Windom. In the beginning of August, I attended the Leadership retreat in Anoka along with all other Presidents and Department Chairman. I had the honor of attending the National Convention in New Orleans August 22nd through the 29thin New Orleans, what a great experience. Along with Commander James Olson I attended the groundbreaking of the Bravo Zulu house in rural Winnebago, a place where Veterans can go after treatment to receive further support that they may need. I attended Sanborn’s annual “Tea Party” where units from surrounding towns are invited to attend, a great way to hear what other units are doing and getting ideas. On October 19 Commander Olson and I had the first “Just Ask” Membership Rally in Okabena. There was a demonstration of the ALAMIS program, JR Patch Program and of course Membership turn-in for the Auxiliary and SAL.
I was asked to attend the Poppy Making day in Minnesota Lake, a great turnout from the surrounding units as they learned how to make Poppies and to visit each other. Unfortunately, as I was preparing to go to Fall Conference in St. Cloud I fell and broke my wrist and missed the Conference. Thank you for all the cards and get well wishes I received. I was able to attend Veteran Day celebrations in both Mankato and Lake Crystal, visiting with Veterans and Auxiliary members. On December 7th, I attended the Pearl Harbor Rally in Spicer. I had the pleasure of attending the Pheasant Dinner at the Luverne Veterans Home, which was a great meal and was able to see where the granite benches that my project would be placed. Back to Luverne on the 18th to help with the gift shop, wonderful experience and one that I will be doing in the future as well.

National Leadership Training was held in Des Moines, Iowa, myself and four others from the Second District attended, I always learn something and come away energized. The Appreciation Rally was held on March 8th, always good to see so many from across the Department. We held the Jr Auxiliary Conference for the Second District on March 9th; I had the pleasure of performing the Graduation Ceremony for four Juniors as they became Senior members and installing the new Junior District Officers. Unfortunately, our Mid-Winter that was scheduled for February 15th had to be postponed due to weather, instead it was held on March 8th in Bricelyn, MN. The New Ulm Unit hosted one of the Leadership trainings put on by the Department Leadership Chairman on March 29th, it was very well attended, great information and lots of questions were answered. April 22, I attended the Luverne Veterans Home Venison Dinner, I always enjoy being able to visit with veterans there.

Commander Olson and I had a joint Testimonial Dinner on April 26th hosted by Unit and Post 11 in Mankato. Thank you to all that attended, it was a wonderful evening. The Northrup Unit hosted the Department President Judy Ackerman’s Testimonial on May 17th in Fairmont, great food, wonderful music and the opportunity to catch up with many Auxiliary friends.

On May 21st I joined many other Legion Family members in attending the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Bravo Zulu house, they are hoping to have the first veterans arrive early July. June 6th and 7th I traveled to Pipestone for the 107th Second District Convention where Kristen Donnely was elected to be the new President, and my year is ending.

Throughout the year I have had the opportunity to visit different units during their meetings and to have the pleasure of installing their newly elected officers, during the meeting a demonstration of the ALAMIS program was requested. During this last year I have had the pleasure of serving as the Department Americanism Chairman as well as being the Second District President. I enjoyed being able to visit so many of the units, didn’t make all of them but I wish I had been able to.

I am happy to say that through the very generous donations I have received at this time $8,673 for the benches, total cost is $8,800, the benches will be ordered in July to be place sometime this fall. Thank you to all that donated.

Tamara Thayer, 3rd District President
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“Bringing Smiles to Veterans”
This has been a wonderful opportunity to see all the ways our 45 units in these 10 counties have served our veterans, communities, and youth. I appreciated all the invitations from over ½ of the district units and was happy to attend their meetings and special events. I enjoyed the camaraderie, parties, trivia night, salad luncheon, doing talks on the Four Chaplains, talks on my project, Memorial Day Keynote speaker, presenting essay awards, conducting initiation of new members, and installation of new officers, and meeting with Unit officers on how to revitalize their unit.
A special thank you to our 3rd District Legion Family Leaders for their teamwork, Legion Commander Joe Tappainer, and SAL Commander David Arend, in planning many District events, beginning with our Summer Picnic for the new leadership to meet and get their Program Chair guidebooks and share a potluck with the Legion family. We then held 2 opportunities for 3rd District to meet at the National Convention in New Orleans, with a dinner cruise and meeting at the National WWII Museum for a group photo and to hear the 9th District Band perform. District events we held were the Fall Family Gathering hosted by 3rd Dist. Auxiliary at the Elysian Legion, the Mid-Winter Conference in Lonsdale, and the Spring Membership Rally hosted by SAL at St Paul Park Legion. I was so proud to have my mother, Edna Thayer, as our guest speaker for the Fall Family Gathering talking about the many ways to bring smiles to veterans through humor. I think everyone will remember Edna’s homemade mints in the shape of teeth served at every district event and every free dental clinic. What a great way to really jump start my theme and project.

My theme was “Bringing Smiles to Veterans.” As I visited each unit I asked for ideas on how to do this and shared some each month in our newsletters. Thank you all for the creative ideas!
My project was to provide 3 free dental clinics for veterans with a goal of raising $5,000. I chose this project because only 7% of all veterans have dental coverage and of the veterans who qualify for VA medical, only 15% have dental coverage. My first free dental clinic was partnered with the Mankato State University Dental Program. My second Interprofessional Clinic was held at RCTC in Rochester with their Dental Hygiene Students and Bridges, PC of Winona which provided nurses and social workers to provide resources and services in their expertise. This second clinic was held on 3 different days. The third free clinic was held at Mission Outpost, Burnsville. All together we provided free dental care for 63 veterans, with over 100 volunteers. Thanks to the generosity of the Legion Family: Posts, Auxiliaries, SAL, and individual members, the donations are over $16,000 to date. Full exams, x-rays, fluoride treatments, and dentist evaluations valued at $12,000 was provided by volunteers. The restorative care: extractions, fillings, crowns, and partial dentures were provided by my fund and are expected to use the full amount. The cost of the individual restorative care was over $5,000 and referred to a VSO to apply for a grant and any pending amount not paid will be covered by our fund. At least 6 veterans are in this

process. Thank you to our Auxiliary Units who donated dental supplies to be given to each veteran attending the clinics. Thanks to the Junior members who provided dental care kit supplies and attended the District 3 Fun Day event to help assemble them for Evelyn Koran’s Honorary 3rd District Junior President’s Project
My testimony is all numbers explaining how donations were used, but the real satisfying testimony comes from the veterans we treated who literally had life changing procedures done. Let me give you a couple of quick examples:
1. Vietnam vet who needed hip surgery in Rochester but couldn’t get it until his teeth were fixed.
2. One needed 4 fillings and 5 crowns, if he had waited a month the Dr said the fillings may have been root canals instead.
3. One gentleman withdrew from the honor guard because he was embarrassed with his smile. We are giving him 4 new teeth on the upper and 4 new teeth on the bottom. He will be stuck doing honor guard I’m afraid.
4. And lastly, many who had such bad infections didn’t understand that oral health is connected to your overall health. If you have an infection orally and have surgery, the infection goes to the surgery location and won’t heal. The opposite is true. You could have healthy teeth, but when your diabetes is out of control or you have an infection in your body, it will cause tooth decay faster. So, one man came in such pain he could hardly open his mouth and said just to pull his teeth, he hadn’t been to a dentist since the Vietnam war. 8 teeth needed to be pulled, the infection had already spread to the bone, and he needed bone grafting and received partial dentures. He could have died once that infection reached his heart.
All of our Executive Committee, Program Chairmen, and Committee Members really went above and beyond with their duties this year, Thank you!
A special thanks to our Department President Judy Ackerman for her leadership and to our 1st VP Robin Dorf, and 2nd VP Linda Kelly. We started working together, along with former Dept Pres. Jean Walker, as the only 5 from Minnesota to volunteer at the National Convention in New Orleans with the Community Outreach Project helping with 2 veterans’ homes. I enjoyed attending every DEC meeting and every Department Rally held this year.
At the national convention I was honored to be one of two Pages for the MN delegation. I attended all the sessions and special events as well as an optional “Be The One” training which was so rewarding.
I’m looking forward to attending my 5th national convention in Tampa this August and guarantee you if you decide to join us this year you will be inspired by the wealth of information and networking opportunities to bring back to our state.
I’d like to thank my home Unit and Post 311 Elysian for all the support they gave me in my President’s Project. Thanks also to my family who supported me this year. My daughter Alli Cooney helped at the Junior Fun Event and made the poppy crochet magnets for my officers. My daughter and hygienist Andrea Nelson volunteered at my clinics and arranged for all the volunteer hygienists at the Burnsville Clinic, and provided the volunteers with thank you gifts.
Thank you for the opportunity and honor to serve as your 3rd District President!

[image: ]Sandy Gibson, 4th District President

I was honored to have been elected President of the 4th District Auxiliary.
It has been a great pleasure working alongside the other Nine District Presidents and hearing what their District are doing for our Veterans. My big thank you goes to the fabulous office staff for their help and suggestions. Christie, Shannon and Jocelyn.
My Theme was “Let Freedom Soar”
My Symbol was an American Eagle soaring holding an American Flag
My Presidents Projects, Bingo at VAMC once a month has again started after a 3 year stop due to COVID. The staff and Veterans are so appreciative of this event returning.

My other projects were supplies, treats, cleaning supplies and snacks for Fisher House.
For Minneapolis Veterans Home, money for a special meal for one building. Thru donations and a Silent Auction, equal amount of over $800.00 has been sent to both organizations.
4th District is small but is even smaller because of Disbanding Unit 451 Lester Tjerlund and Unit 606, Attucks Brooks. This was due to deaths and members in Long Term Care. We will miss them; they were an important part of the 4th District and leave behind a Legacy and many memories.

This has been a year of growth and changes. There are many strong personalities, and all have their own ideas and suggestions. I tried to bring the 4th District together to be ONE UNIT, an American Legion Family. The 4th District remains strong and committed to helping our Veterans and their families.
I was invited to participate at VAMC celebrating Hospitalized Veterans, Veterans on the Hill many events at Minneapolis Veterans Home, two of which were the Venison Dinner and the Pheasant Dinner.
Marching in the St. Paul Winter Carnival Parade alongside Blue Star Mothers.
I had the privilege of working with wonderful officers and Executive Committee members.

Thank you, President Judy, 1st Vice Robin and 2nd Vice Linda.
I would like to take this extra time to Thank President Judy for the assignment of Representative to the Minneapolis Veterans Home.
I have enjoyed every minute of serving as 4th District President. Thank you to the 4th District for entrusting me to represent you.

Cari Lamb, 5th District President
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The 5th District had a good year.
My theme this year was Racing for Veterans. My symbol was a racecar.
We had a potluck fundraiser with baskets and games. We raised over $1100 for Tv’s for the Veterans home. This was my 4th time being president and I still learned a lot this year.
I would like to thank the 5th District for being behind me. The Commander and SAL Commander helped me a lot this year. Thank You. I would like to thank President Judy for all she did and all the travels that brought her to the 5th District.

Dori Hamilton, 6th District President
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It's been an honor to serve as the 6th District President.
I started out a little nervous about speaking in front of a group, but within a short time I saw how great the American Legion Family accepted me. I attended Membership Dinners and unit meetings, Fall Conference and Membership Rallys. I had the opportunity to work at the Gift Shop for St.Cloud VA and the very first Christmas party/ Gift Shop at the Bemidji Veterans Home.
Our Mid-Winter Conference went smoothly, with Department President Judy, 1st Vice Robin, and 2nd Vice Linda all sharing their thoughts and wisdom with the district. We held an omelet breakfast at my home post in February to raise funds for my project, the Bemidji Veterans Home. $1187 was taken in!
The 6th District Junior Conference was held in Walker. Watching these young ladies doing business for the ALA was wonderful. I also attended the Department Junior Conference. Abigail Koltes from the 6th District was elected 1st Vice President for the Department of Minnesota.

I attended both Department Commander Carl Moon's and Department President Judy Ackerman's Testimonial Dinners. My Testimonial Dinner was a joint one with Commander Frank Grittner and SAL Bob Foss. What a great time!
We had a great group this year at Legionville Work and Play, cleaning up camp dorms and cabins for the summer camp sessions. The 6th District Convention was held in Brainerd, and it was well attended. We have a great group of leaders coming in. Congratulations to Wendy Grittner, the incoming 6th District President.
My project raised $12,137 for the Bemidji Veterans Home. The district reported over 15,000 hours and
$57,000 for service to our veterans. 16,000 poppies were distributed, raising $40,000. Many hours working in our communities and with our children and youth were reported.

The 6th District has done a wonderful job "Supporting Our Military Service Members Past, Present and Future."
God Bless America
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”Veterans Have a special place in our hearts.”
Thank You members of the 7th district for your support this year as your president. I could not have done this year without your help. A special thank you to all the members of my unit 537 in New London. I had two cancer surgeries, and my legion family helped me get through it all. I am ending my presidential term with knee surgery. Keep praying for me, my cancer is under control currently.
My year started in July at the department convention in Willmar, July 11 -13, attending the DEC meeting and the rest of the convention. It was great to see all the members of the legion attend. The department of MN president and chairman workshop was in Anoka on August 3rd. Good day of making plans for the year ahead. September 11th, I attended the ALA hospital and home rep meeting at the Osso Legion, I was asked to be the gift shop chairman for the department. I was busy with the fall helping plan and attending 4 different gift shops, wrapping, putting tags on gifts and enjoying time with the veterans at the VA Hospitals and VA Homes in Minnesota.

On September 17th I was invited to the legion family membership meal for the Brandon unit up at the Alexandria VFW, it was fun to meet and talk with members. September 21st was a membership rally in Fridley.
The fall conference come up fast on October 23-26 in St. Cloud with me having a little jacket trouble, but it all worked out in the end, good thing where a family. Someone giving you their shirt off their back.
And it was good to have the National President Trish Ward attend, to see what Minnesota does for the veterans.
I pre-recorded my talk for veterans’ day interview on the Willmar radio. November 11th, I attended the Veterans Day supper at the New London post. December 9th I was at a very fun Christmas party held by the Spicer unit, with games and great cookies. December was busy traveling to Preston, St. Cloud, Minneapolis and Montevideo gift shops. Wow, I made it to 2025!

Starting off the year on January 4th in Cosmas with a 7th district poppy making class with over 20 legion family working together. Mid-Winter on January18th in Olivia, the weather was fine and a good group of members attended, good day for a DQ. Traveling to Iowa on January 25th for the National leadership workshop. Also attended the department leadership workshop in Cold Spring, always learn more good things to do to help the veterans.
March was the Legion birthday party, and I attended and spoke at the New London supper. I was asked to talk to the ACGC Jr. class about girls and boys state, there was a lot of interest. Off to Granit Falls for the National Commander tour at the Fagen Museum. That is a beautiful place, and we got on the WCCO

news that night. The Commander had a great message on checking in on Fello veterans and “Be the One” program. 7th District Junior Conference was held on, March 29th in Clinton, I was proud to give a welcome and instill the new Junior officers. The future includes them in what your unit works on.
I had an invitation to attend and speck at the Cosmas unit meeting on April8th. Then down to Ecko to instill officers on May 4th, at their unit meeting. May 14 will be supper at the Clarkfield unit.

The 7th District American Auxiliary Year End Celebration was held on May 31st, at the Montevideo Home at 10 am. We played Bingo with the Veterans and had coffee and treats. As the year is getting close to the end I will be attending the July convention in Willmar, hoping to see one member for each unit attending. Will end my year in Tampa Florida at the National Convention. Always remember we have so much in the 7th district to be proud of. Units you need to get the word out to the community now all the work you do.

It’s amazing what a person can do when you just keep going. With that support of the Legion family.

Tamara Martin, 8th District President
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As we bring this Auxiliary year to a close, I am filled with pride and gratitude for all we have accomplished together in District 8. This year, we embraced the theme “Be Kind, Be Friends, Be the One”—a simple yet powerful call to action that brought renewed connection, compassion, and unity to everything we did.
We also committed to getting back to the basics—re-centering on the foundation of the American Legion Auxiliary: Service Not Self. We focused on strengthening our core programs—supporting veterans and their families, advocating for a strong national defense, mentoring our youth, and promoting patriotism in our communities. It was a return to what truly matters.
Each Unit rose to the occasion with heart and purpose. From distributing Poppies with pride, to leading impactful service projects, to nurturing our Junior members and reaching out to fellow members in friendship—you showed what it means to Be the One. You showed that kindness and friendship are not just themes, but the very spirit of who we are.
We also held strong to the importance of training, mentorship, and open communication. Many Units revitalized their meetings and renewed connections with members who had stepped away. We remembered the value of personal outreach and a warm invitation—a perfect example of what it means to Be Kind.
I want to thank each Unit President, officer, chair, and member in District 8 for your hard work, dedication, and love for our mission. Your efforts kept our District strong, visible, and engaged.
Looking ahead, I am honored to continue as your District 8 President. I’m excited to carry this year’s momentum forward and continue building on the values of kindness, friendship, and responsibility to serve. Let’s keep working from the heart, back to the basics, and forward into the future—together.
For God and Country

[image: A person standing in front of flags  AI-generated content may be incorrect. ]Donna Rae Jacobson, 9th District President

"Building towards a brighter today and tomorrow through learning, sharing and caring".
This is a theme that I wrote as a personal mission statement in the 1980's and have continued to strive towards it every year. I believe we can build a brighter today and tomorrow for our veterans and families along with our service men and women by learning what is happening, what is needed, and what we can do. The next step is sharing what we learned and use that information in caring with about others.

My project this year is to support the Veterans homes in Fergus Falls and Bemidji as well as the Fargo VA Health Care System. The goal is to donate funds towards the recreation funds in each. I have had the opportunity to visit each of the two Veterans Homes to learn more about the important services shared with the Veterans. Thank you to the Units and individuals who have shared and cared in giving towards the District 9 President Project.

Attended 103rd ALA National Convention held in New Orleans, LA on August 24-29, 2024. I would like to thank our ALA District #9 members for the opportunity to attend and represent our district in Minnesota as a voting delegate to the Convention. The Convention, with the speakers and their reports was a great learning experience. One of the highlights of the Convention was that one evening we toured the National WWII Museum. I also attended the entertainment provided by our own Department of Minnesota 9th District Band and the Victory Belles.

Visits I have made include:
Fargo VA Health Care System Banquet (September 19th) at the Moorhead Post & Unit #21 attended as a guest and visited with the Director of Volunteer Services and volunteers
Fergus Falls Veterans Home visit (October 17th) with American Legion District 9 Commander, Steve NaSalle and ALA District 9 First Vice President, Denise Milton
Bemidji Veterans Home Dedication (July 1st) attended with several others from District 9 Visit with several units within District 9 ALA, attended the District Christmas Party,
Visit MN VA Home, Fergus Falls Pheasant, attended the 9th District Junior Conference The testimonial for 9th District Commander, Steve NaSalle and myself.
Testimonial for Judy Ackerman, MN Dept ALA President.

As I've mentioned before, the theme that I am using is: "Building towards a brighter today and

tomorrow through learning, sharing and caring". I have learned so much this year and I believe we can build a brighter today and tomorrow for our veterans and service men and women by learning what is happening, what is needed, and what we can do. The next step is sharing what we learned and use that information in caring about others. I hope I have shared with you some of what I am learning. I do it because I care.

My sincere appreciation to the MN Dept ALA, District #9 ALA, and the Units and members who have and are volunteering, sharing, and caring to provide service to our Veterans, their families, and our Service men and women. You are definitely "Building towards a brighter today and tomorrow through learning, sharing and caring." Thank you for all you do to support our Veterans.

Bethany Dickert, 10th District President
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Thank you all so much for your guidance and support over not just this year, but all the years that led up to my presidential year.
It has been one of the best years for me on many fronts. The
opportunities I have had because of this organization have had lasting impacts on me.
I was so fortunate to begin my year being installed by my grandmother, Past Department President, Shirley Frederick. This is one of my happiest memories of my involvement with the American Legion Auxiliary.

I started my year working the American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Program, which is my most favorite American Legion Auxiliary program. If you have not sponsored a citizen to attend, I highly encourage you all in the coming years to sponsor an American Legion Auxiliary Girls State citizen. The things they learn in that week change lives in ways that they don’t fully realize until much later.

Next was our Department Convention where I was installed along with my 9 district sisters. We had an excellent convention. Old connections were strengthened, and new ones were formed. Right after Department Convention, I took off to Washington DC to be on staff as a senior counselor for American Legion Auxiliary Girls Nation. That was a whirlwind 10 days, but it was filled with inspiring young women and amazing opportunities to see our Nation’s Capital.
I took my daughter to Junior Fun Weekend up at Legionville. It was a fun weekend for the
juniors learning about our programs and making friends from around the department. The senior members who attended helped make a poppy kit, we completed the whole kit in a few hours with about 15 of us working together in an assembly line.
We had our first exec meeting in August before several of us left for the National Convention. I had never been to New Orleans and I very much enjoyed being a tourist when not in session for the convention. I learned a lot at my first National Convention and was able to reconnect with many of the women I was on staff with at ALA Girls Nation.

I was able to attend the district junior fun day in Monticello with my children, they worked on the patch program and had a lot of fun. I am so glad our district includes the young SAL members in the Junior Fun Days.
I was able to attend the Anoka Halloween Parade and got to ride on a float with District Commander Kristy, her mom and the Vice Commander of the Anoka Post. I will defiantly need to attend the parade as a spectator next year, it looked amazing from what I could see on the

float.

I was invited to several dinners in the fall to celebrate membership and Veterans Day. I loved visiting the towns around our district and seeing what they are doing to work our programs. I brought 2nd Vice Barb with me to the Harris Unit’s Veterans Day meal and penny bingo. We had so much fun and it was really cool to see the memorabilia they had on display at their American Legion Post building.

The holidays were filled with family and friends with a few visits around the district.
I was invited to attend the Wayzata Unit’s Spring Gala and had a wonderful time. The food was excellent and it was lovely to meet the members that were in attendance. There were many nice items in their silent auction and live auction. I won a berry container and put it to good use immediately.
We capped the year off with the district joint testimonial. I am so thankful for the leadership team I was blessed with this year. Kristy, Tom and Dan have made this year easy and fun. I couldn’t ask for a better group to go through this year with.
I look forward to our Department and National Conventions. But most of all I look forward to continuing to work with all of you in the coming years to support our veterans, military, their families and our communities.

Americanism
Kollett Kaehlert, Chairman

What an amazing year the Department of Minnesota had for Americanism. As I read through all ten district reports I was amazed at what they have done.
The Dahlgren Ettestad Unit 499 from Northome reported that they delivered cards and cookies to the Northome School Teachers in honor of Teacher Appreciation Day and displayed a Thank You Banner on school premises. For National Poppy Day they distributed poppies and teaching materials to the students and staff at Northome School and submitted an article in their local newspaper. All districts report that they participated in Memorial Day activities, ranging from placing flags or wreaths on Veterans and Auxiliary members graves, helping with potluck dinners that followed the ceremonies, and attending services at over 186 cemeteries throughout Minnesota.
On June 14th, Flag Day the members of the First District participated in a Flag retirement and disposal ceremony, as well as giving out information on proper flag etiquette. Many units participated in this type of ceremony throughout the year. June also brought all sorts of small-town celebrations here in Minnesota, the Rum River Unit 216 from Princeton participated in the World’s Largest Rubber Duck contest, the festival had a “duck o rating” contest, the unit decorated their duck as a soldier with dog tags and had poppies with names of their POW’s on them. During June and July many units reported marching in Parades throughout the summer, carrying flags, handing out poppies and small flags along the parade routes and of course always wearing our branding. The 4th of July was celebrated across our state, parades, picnics all honoring our Nation’s Birthday and our Military. One unit from the tenth district reported their “Big project” of the year was purchasing a metal park bench that was placed next to their tank and war memorial at the Oak Knoll Cemetery. It says “Honoring Veterans” on the bench, previously there had been no place to sit near the memorial and now there is a quiet place in the shade!
September saw the Dahlgren Ettestad Auxiliary Unit 499 working with the Legion Family in displaying a POW/MIA Flag on Recognition Day, their unit organized and served at their annual potluck for the Legion Family. Both the Hackensack Unit 202 and Elysian Unit 311 reported working with the school kindergarten classes in memorizing the Pledge of Allegiance as the students say every morning. During the Veterans Day programs, the Kindergarten classes recited it to the Veterans that attended the program. The units also worked with every elementary classroom to complete activities and projects related to this special day. Working with the Principal’s the expectation was that each classroom would participate. The hallways were filled with pictures of military family members, student made American flags, thank you ribbons made by the children and student created artwork of people in different military branches. The Elysian Unit 311 worked with all elementary grades in making holiday cards for veterans. They also presented the option to the grades for the Americanism Essay contest and the winners were read at the


Veterans Day program. Many units reported getting the Americanism Essay information out to the schools early in the school year so that this could be done.
Our units held many Christmas functions, helping with the Marine Core Toys for Tots and Santa Day for the Children just to name a few. Units reported going to the different Veteran Homes and area Nursing Homes to deliver Christmas cards and gifts to the Veterans. The Mankato Unit 11 went out to the Luverne Veterans Home and helped gift wrap and distribute the gifts the Department gift shop project provided for each Veteran, the smile of their faces and appreciation for the volunteers being is something many of us will remember for a very long time.
January found the units making sure that the Girl State information was getting out to the schools as well as the scholarship information for their units. Quilts of Valor were given to many veterans throughout Minnesota from Units that had made them.
Unit 311 from Elysian had a member that attended community events, wearing our branding, giving presentations on “Barbara Fritchie, A True Patriot” and “the Four Chaplains: who gave up their lives so others might live.
Throughout the year the units sponsored events for different programs for the community, “Meet the Candidates Forum, and holding informational programs in schools meeting with 11th grade classes explaining the Girl and Boy State program. Informing the Schools about Purple Up Day.
March found many units reading and judging the Americanism essay, finding that many were very good! Forwarding the winners to the Department Chairman; many units gave out awards to the students.
Now for a recap of numbers, as many of the amazing things the units did, I was disappointed in the number of units that did not turn in an Americanism report. I know that every unit starts off their meetings with the Pledge of Allegiance, that’s Americanism! I know that many more than what was reported provided service to our veterans, whether it was lunch after their meetings, or events, participating in programs for Memorial Day, 4th of July parades, 9-11 or Veterans Day, the list is endless. So when I see a annual report from a Unit that says “Did Not Participate” I want to argue with that unit.
The Department of Minnesota has a total of 395 units in 10 Districts, only 101 units sent in reports to the District Chairman. Eight Districts reported participating in programs in schools, 47 units reported having Flay Education programs at schools or other events, handing out 3,393 flags. All 10 Districts participated in 72 Veteran Day Activities and 186 Memorial Day programs, all wearing the Auxiliary Branding. The Districts reported 9,196 hours of volunteer time and a total of $20,471.42 donations. All that with just ¼ of the units reporting, more education on the importance of reporting and what Americanism is all about is needed.


American Legion Auxiliary Emergency Fund Brandi Christensen, Chairman

The start of this Auxiliary year the Department of Minnesota Auxiliary (and Legion Family) were busy.
At the Department of Minnesota American Legion Family Fall Conference, the Auxiliary held a Silent Auction and Bake Sale. All the proceeds from the silent auction and bake sale went to the Auxiliary Emergency Fund.
Requests for donations for the silent auction and bake sale were put in the Department Auxiliary Unit Mailing, The Legionnaire, as well as on the Auxiliary Department Facebook page. Members were asked for donations or themed baskets. The bake sale was for a Free Will donation unless the baker wanted items priced (which we did have a few). I feel like this went good even if it was a change from past years. A little over $1200.00 was raised from the bake sale alone. And we ran out of all bake sale items.
There were several donations for the silent auction as well and a lot of themed baskets.
A new change this year to the silent auction (with help from an AEF District Chairman) we changed how bidding took place. Each member of the Legion family and guests that came into the auction received a bidding number and we took down their name and phone number. It was fun! That way you didn’t always know who you were voting against. Both the silent auction and bake sale were held from 8am-4pm on the Friday of Fall Conference. This is the main day of Fall Conference. When we closed the silent auction, we closed the doors so that volunteers and I could gather and mark oﬀ all the bidding sheets. Any items that were left over from the silent auction (which was very few) were given to the Sons of American Legion for their live auction they hold Saturday afternoon for CWF. During Fall Conference we also collected monetary donations in support of AEF. The total of Silent Auction/Bake Sale was: $5,182.01 (as stated before $1,200 from bake sale alone. Monetary donations were $1,548. For a grand total of
$6,730.01 collected from the Department of Minnesota American Legion Family during Fall
Conference.
How to apply and eligibility requirements for both the AEF Disaster Grant and Hardship Grants were put on our Department Auxiliary Facebook page, website, and unit mailing. As well as the American Legion Family Legionnaire. As a recipient of one of the grants in the past I was very passionate about letting members know about these amazing grants that are out there.
Around Minnesota Districts and Units
Districts around Minnesota reported they held silent auctions at their Mid Winter Conferences as well as last year’s District Conventions. Reports of units and districts having bake sales, No Bake Bake sales, 50/50 drawings, and breakfasts with proceeds going towards AEF. One unit reported that for every member that passes away in their unit each year they donate $10 to


AEF. This year it totaled $40. Some units also hosted Bingo games were a portion of the proceeds went to the Auxiliary Emergency Fund. There was a unit that had members volunteer at a local restaurant greeting/serving customers and cleaning. And part of the sales from that night went towards AEF. Another unit reported that they gave each member and Junior Auxiliary member in attendance at a meeting a water bottle, each member was challenged for two months to ﬁll the water bottle up with loose change. This totaled $180. Units reported also that they have it in their yearly budget to donate to the Auxiliary Emergency Fund. These are just a few things that were reported, I am sure there was more. I know that Units and Disricts around Minnesota work very hard to get donations in for the Auxiliary Emergency Fund.
This year the Department Oﬃce found funds for a Minnesota Auxiliary Emergency Fund. This fund was set up by a Past Department President Jan Dykema as part of her project the year she served. This is just for Minnesota. We are no longer taking donations for this fund, but we did want members to know that this is available to them as well. As no applications have come in for this grant in years.
A grand total of donations that the Department of Minnesota sent in as I am writing this May 12th is $16,284.56!!
It was such a pleasure to serve as the Department of Minnesota Auxiliary Emergency Fund
Chairman this year. This is such an amazing program with such amazing beneﬁts for members.

Children and Youth Anne Steffen, Chairman

It is so amazing what our auxiliary units and districts do for the Children & Youth program! Exciting year around the state of Minnesota!
This year we had so much fun and excitement happening to support and encourage the kids around the state and contribute to the programs of the American Legion and Auxiliary!
We spent over $23,000 on Children & Youth ALA programs and putting in over 1015 volunteer hours, (with the districts reporting this year) to make it happen for the kids which are our future. Donations to units in time and talents are evident throughout the state, such as sewing lessons for girls, clothing drives, Toys for tots & Toys for Joy, pop tab collection – (which is an easy way to get everyone involved as most have access to an aluminum can with a tab), school supply
donations, donations to the Armed Forces Service Center, donations to Child Well-Being Foundation (CWF), American Legions Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) program and so much more! Raising funds for Girls State and sponsoring our girls to experience this amazing program is wonderful and there is great participation again this year.
Many units were able to reach out to their communities and get everyone involved! Purple up for Military Kids was a great success this year. It is so rewarding to hear and see what our children are doing to honor our Military children and identify their sacrifices with parents being deployed and so much more! Many units made sure they recognized our Military Children by
recognizing April as the month of the military Children and wore Purple in their honor as well!
There were at least 144 Good Deed awards presented (132 by one unit alone) in the state which was outstanding, and we had 2 Youth Hero awards given to two Middle School boys for coming to the aid of a teacher that was choking on her food during their lunch time! Super cool that we have our youth paying attention to their surroundings and making a huge difference!
Many units made sure that the students had the coloring books and resources to make it happen for them to progress during the year and be a part of their community and the American Legion Family and learn the lesson of service and giving back! Fun and excitement with the parties during holiday times with excellent participation while giving of their time and talents by our
children and youth! Many holidays were recognized with the children and units with education a definite factor with the coloring books and the fun with the kids and the community and all the wonderful activities that the older youth mentored the younger! Many children made Christmas cards and wrote letters to active-duty military; clearly making a difference!


It is beautiful to see that we are honoring our Military Children with setting up the Military Children’s Table at meetings and ceremonies and with an explanation of the items on the table and their meaning!
Legionville Educational Center & Summer Camp (the ONLY camp of its kind in the United States, established by the Minnesota American Legion in 1956) continues to be a primary
donation recipient from the American Legion Auxiliary in Minnesota this year according to the Districts and Units reporting. The magic and the transformation that is made with relationship and leadership experiences and amazing opportunities for the kids at Legionville is invaluable and life changing for most!
Minnesota’s participation in the Child Well-Being Foundation (CWF) with donations has been fantastic this year!
It has been an honor and privilege to serve this year and understanding it takes a village to make life happen, especially with our Children and Youth and keeping engagement consistently is key!
Thank you to everyone that continues to work hard for this amazing organization and this very important Children & Youth program!
“Children are not only our future, but also our present. They are the inspiration and motivation that fuel our progress, reminding us of the responsibility to build a world where their dreams can Become a reality”!























Community Service
Becky Olson, Chairman

Minnesota Auxiliary members have been very busy this past year. In my report I have reviewed 
some of the Community Service projects American Legion Auxiliary members have done.
Memorial Day gave us the opportunity to observe a day of providing poppies and attend 
community events in remembrance of our Veterans.

I received 95 reports from the districts and wonderful projects have been accomplished. 
They include blood drives, assisting families with some financial assistance, hosting Christmas
 parties, Halloween parties, and assisting with other organizations like screening children for 
their eyes, hearing and furnishing food for the weekend. Food banks have a big need for community volunteers.

Education: Auxiliary members have attended the leadership seminars given by the Minnesota
 Auxiliary. Some members attended a seminar on Prevention of Suicide.  Auxiliary members have attended local city council meetings; to inform them of the programs the Auxiliary does in their community. Such as Poppies, Girls State, blood drives and supporting our Veterans. 
The Auxiliary works with other community organizations such as 4-H, Lions, and high school programs such as FFA.

Holidays: State and local Auxiliaries really support our Veterans and families with hosting children’s parties. Units placed Wreath Across America also. Units have sent cards or items to deployed Veterans.



























Constitution & Bylaws
Marsh Bible, Chairman
Minnesota has 396 units and 130 of them ﬁled an annual report. 8 out of 10 districts submitted
a report.
66 of our units have a Constitution & Bylaws Chairman and 61 units have a Parliamentarian. 41 of these units utilize the same person as both chairmen. Our department has 2 separate individuals that hold these positions. 107 of our units responded that they have Standing Rules and 97 reported that they reviewed them this auxiliary year. 46 units submitted copies of their Constitution & Bylaws and Standing Rules to our department oﬃce as well.

104 of our units recite the preamble at their meetings. 117 units reported that they wrote a resolution this year ~ no, we do not have that many resolutions to come before our Department Convention this year! I’m guessing that most of these units wrote resolutions that made changes to their unit’s governing documents.
As Department chairman, the year began by educating our members at our Fall Conference in October. I was given the opportunity to present our program and to ﬁeld questions and answers from members. We discussed what a constitution was and if we have a constitution, why we need bylaws also. Members were also instructed on how changes are made at the unit, district, department and national level. Units were encouraged to have Standing Rules speciﬁc to how their unit operates. Examples of items to include in Standing Rules were also discussed. The Department Leadership Chairman also included information on Constitution and Bylaws at some of the Leadership Schools this past year.

Since our department has both a Parliamentarian and Constitution and Bylaws Chairman, we alternated submitting articles in our monthly Unit mailings. I covered these topics under the Constitution & Bylaws program:
· Why do we have Standing Rules?
· What is a Preamble & why do we recite it?
· What is the diﬀerence between a Constitution and Bylaws?
· What is the process for submitting a resolution to your District or the Department of Minnesota?
Our Department annually reviews our Constitution and Bylaws and encourages unit members to review them as well and to submit any recommendations/resolutions that they feel need to be addressed. This year our Finance Committee reviewed the items that apply to Finance as well.
Between us, several resolutions will come before our Department Convention. We will also have resolutions that come from districts as well. Copies of the proposed resolutions that we knew of by May 1st were sent for each district convention to read and review prior to our Department Convention.


I had the opportunity to participate in 2 of the 3 national Constitution & Bylaws zoom calls this year. I found the information provided was very helpful and shared it with units through my unit mailings.
Thank you to the Units and Districts who took the time to review your documents this year. It is best to do this annually instead of after an episode occurs that you wish you had been pro- active. Always know that your Constitution & Bylaws Chairman is here to help all units.


Education Sharon Voltz, Chairman

The American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Minnesota has 391 Units and out of those units I had 112 reporting. those that did report did some amazing work with the Education Program. I remember saying to our Department President, Judy Ackerman, “What did I get myself into!” Now I did say I wanted a challenge and this committee didn’t disappoint! President Judy kept telling me “Don’t worry, you’ll do just ﬁne,” and here I am doing the ﬁnal Year End Report! I survived!!!

1) Scholarships have become a necessity for graduating seniors as they set out on their next adventure. As the Chairman this was quite the experience, very challenging to say the least. The Department of Minnesota has its own $1,000.00 Scholarship that is awarded to 8 Senior Students, I received 24 applications. Four were disqualiﬁed 2/had over 1,000 words and 2/No signature by Unit President Recipients were
a) Lilly Bass- Unit #608-Okabena,
b) Emmy McPherson-Unit #109-Two Harbors
c) Cody Brain Shaw-Unit #77-Owatonna
d) Jerome Joeger-Unit #86-Aitkin
e) Zach Dahnert- Unit# 228-Waseca
f) Emma Salfer-Unit #263, Wabasso
g) Joelle Brunk-Unit #608-Okabena
h) Abilgail Buﬃngton- #Unit 294-Lake Crystal National Scholarships received from Minnesota
a) Children of Warriors 4-applications
b) Non-Traditional Student. -2 applications- Winner: Lucy Lagunas, Pine Island, MN
c) Spirit of Youth- 10 applications- Winner-Danica Kerzman, Melrose, MN
d) Junior Loyalty Scholarship-10 applications
e) Other Scholarships given locally $30,930
f) Legacy Scholarship/Fund 85 $2375.00
g) Healthcare Scholarship Donation $100.00
All these students have worked very hard, either doing community service projects, supporting our veterans, or extracurricular activities; be it sports, band, gymnastics, dance, and the like while keeping
up with their studies. They are really focused on what they want for their futures. If I could have, they would all have received scholarships!!

2) Education Programs
a) “Give 10 To Education” is always a favorite program promoted by our Units in Minnesota. Collecting the “Wish Lists” from the schools and setting out to accomplish this task is so much fun. This year as chairman, I challenged our 10 Districts to see who could collect the most items to be given to our schools, I, in turn would award the top three District Presidents with a token of appreciation. This was a fun challenge! The winners of the challenge were: 1ST Place- District #6 donating $5,110.00 items to 24 schools, 2nd Place District #5 -donating $2000.00 to 15 schools, 3rd Place District #9 -donated $1,606.00 to 7 schools. All total $15,389.08


worth of school supplies were donated to 81 schools. Items collected ranged anywhere from playground/sports equipment (balls, games, etc.), to writing tablets, calculators, pencils, pens, glue sticks, folders, highlighter markers, crayons, Kleenex, and hand sanitizers! Our teachers were in awe of the donations. Impressive job Minnesota!
b) Classroom Reading –186 hours 7/schools
c) Literacy Program- 450 hours-3/schools, $250.00 donation
d) Military Children served: 34 children Clothing -In-Kind donations- $748.00
e) Box Tops for Education-$314.60 for 6/schools
f) 3rd Graders Patriotic Coloring Contest -Prizes Awarded for 1st $20.00, 2nd $12.00, 3rd $8.00 (no
listing of winner)
g) 3rd Grade Essay Contest (New this year- my project subject) “If you could be the teacher or the principle for a day, what if anything would you change?” Had one Unit (Osseo/Maple Grove)
that supported this program. This was a fun project. The students put a lot of thought into some of their answers, while others were hilarious and cute. I believe it’s important for our organization to include the younger students because they have concerns (bullying, changing the phonics program with more individual or partner reading), and issues (better lunches). Fun ideas: included guitars in music program, would like pizzas and McDonalds for lunches, wearing pj’s every day, and more free time for playing! We need to listen to them for they are our future.
Prizes Awarded for 1st- Place $20.00-Lule Trainor, 2nd Place- $15.00-Kaitlyn Black, 3rd Place-
$10.00 -Elizabeth Thompson
h) 2/Schools presented Flags to Kindergarten and 3rd Grade students

3) Veterans in Community Schools (My project for this year, but didn’t come to fruition- will try again)
a) Several units noted that they hold Veterans Day Programs in their schools
b) Assisted Auxiliaries in preparation for Memorial Day with placing markers and ﬂags at the
headstones of our deceased veterans
c) Veterans Color Guard/Honor Guards presenting Colors for Sporting and other events
d) Dinners for veterans- help with serving meals, handing out gifts to veterans at special events
e) Six (6) Units (1-Unit had 18 veterans) invited veterans to speak to classes. The veterans shared photos and told stories about their experiences.
The students really enjoyed interacting with the veterans, looking at some of the medals they
had received
f) One Schools donated $200.00 to a veteran for speaking
g) 12 schools participated in Veterans Day programs in total 24 hours

4) Higher Education for veterans
a) 8- Veterans were given $500.00 -Scholarships in 2-schools ($4,000 total)
b) Oratorical Contest-4 schools participated for 42 hours
h) American Education Week is another highlight for our units. Most units present all staﬀ ( teachers, para’s, janitors, bus garage/transportation, clerical staﬀ, early childhood teachers, special needs staﬀ, and the like) with baskets of Red Delicious Apples, (my favorite!) while other


units present teachers with meat/cheese trays donated by local stores, home-made baked goods (cookies, bars, some pies) and bakery items such as special breads, Danish rolls, Long Johns, Bismark’s, Bear Claws, one unit ﬁlled 460 treat bags with assorted cand, while another unit wrote hand written letters and mailed them to their teachers. Cards or apple clip art designs were made by units and put into or attached to the baskets or bakery items “Thanking” the staﬀ members for their Dedication and Patience in instructing our students. Units spent $9321.41.

Teacher Appreciation Week was acknowledged by some units with handmade cards, and small tokens of appreciation such as candy.

5) Other Projects
a) $3,350.00 Speech Team
b) $750.00 Junior Achievement
c) $400.00 School Pantry
d) $400.00 Summer Garden Total $4900.00

In conclusion, this chairmanship has given me the opportunity to work with our National Education Committee Chairman, Suzanne Knapp along with our NW Division Chairman, Tracy Trujillo both who have been wonderful to work with. The combined knowledge of these two ladies regarding our Education Program was so helpful in so many ways. Thank you.


Finance Committee Norma Tramm, Chairman

The Department Standing Rules Article VI – Department Standing committees -Section 8 – The Department Finance committee shall direct the general financial policies of the Department organization, shall be charged with the preparation and adoption of the annual budget of the Department, the supervision and disbursement of funds under that budget and such other duties as shall be prescribed by the Department Executive Committee.
The Finance Committee took this responsibility very seriously. It was evident that our budget was larger than the income, so we decided to do everything we could to rectify the situation. Our first step was to have the finance meeting immediately following the August workshop.
We also held several zoom meetings to finish the budget. We charged the department chairs to keep our mission in mind when requesting funds. The budget was passed by the Department Executive Committee (DEC) at their Fall Conference meeting.
With expenses rising and membership declining, we are still spending more than our income. For the health of our finances, we have proposed several changes to the standing rules. This includes an increase of $5.00 (five dollars) for the department dues that would be effective in 2027. This increase would only affect the senior dues and not the junior dues. The proposals were presented to the DEC at their March meeting.
The finance committee also had a zoom meeting in February to better prepare for the coming year. I want to thank the finance committee for all their work and concern for our financial strength.
We also wish to thank the department office staff led by Executive Secretary Christie Avant, staff Shannon Brown, and Jocelyn Yasis. Their assistance has been most helpful.
Finance Committee Members – Mary Hendrickson, Cavalene Regan, Tonia Betterman, Jill Davis


Department of Minnesota American Legion Auxiliary Girls State
Wanda Prescher, Girls State Chairman

Our session started with a very sad major event that changed the week. A big thank you to our staff for their positivity and help with adjustments that were made during the week.
Throughout the week, Americanism was a big part of the program. Some of the highlights were the Flag Folding ceremony, teaching the citizens about the POW-MIA table, and citizens taking part in a Flag Disposal Ceramony. Americanism guest speaker Rachel Hill spoke about what Americanism meant to her. A veteran and widow of a veteran shared her very moving story.
The citizens took part in a candlelight ceremony honor and remember our fallen Minnesota soldiers.

On Thursday, Minnesota Supreme Court Chief Justice Natalie E. Hudson came and spoke, she emphasized the importance of justice and integrity and met separately with the Constitutional Officers.
Minnesota State Attorney General Steve Simons came and spoke to the citizens about the importance of their participation in Girls State. His message was about leadership, responsibility, pride in being active citizens and the power of every single vote, he stressed how one single vote can make a difference and change their future. Thursday evening was the installation of the Constitutional Officer and reception following for parents and guest. Thank you to the 5th and 6th Districts for this year’s sponsorship!

Friday, our annual trip to the Capital was canceled. We had to shift gears, and we did just that. Thank you to everyone involved in ensuring the citizens were still able to complete the legislative work and hold Mock Trials they had worked so hard to prepare for. The staff and citizens made it happen at Bethel, and it was a great day! Friday evening ended with the Girls State Talent Show!
Thank you to everyone who supported Girls State somehow this year! Without all of you, we would not be able to do this! Thank you to units that sponsored girls they did not even know but wanted them to have that opportunity to attend. You made a difference for Seenaa Gobeena, Audyn Molesky and Christy Wacker.

Girls State Chairman: Wanda Prescher Director: Peggy Tesdahl
Education Director: Amelia Tesdahl
Committee Members: Renee Seuss and Jen Stolz Americanism: Kolette Karhlert


Constitutional Officers for 2025 ALA Minnesota Girls State
Governor: Sasha Unger – Sponsored by Waysata Unit 118
Lt. Governor: Christy Watras – Sponsored by Mankato Unit 11
Secretary Of State: Audyn Molesky – Sponsored by Peterson Unit 526, Buffalo Unit 270 State Auditor: Isabelle McMahan – Sponsored by Osseo Unit 172
Attorney General: Eliza Rowan – Sponsored by New Germany Unit 601
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court: Julienne Peterson - Sponsored by Howard Lake Unit 145 Supreme Court Justices: Gabrielle Kelley – Sponsored by Anoka Unit 102
Riley Delaney – Sponsored by Gully Unit 603
Girls Nation Senators: Seenaa Gobena – Sponsored by Chatfield Unit 197
Ellis Landry – Osseo Unit 172

Samsung Scholarship: Sarah Jensen - Sponsored by Anoka Unit 102 Americanism Award: Sarah Jensen – Sponsored by Anoka Unit 102 Spirit Award: Seenaa Gobena – Sponsored by Chatfield Unit 197


History
Patti Colman Historian

There were 91 senior histories received and 15 junior histories. For many members this was their ﬁrst time serving as historians. Many units are using their own interpretation of recording their history. Some are very creative, some resemble a printed scrapbook, and some are clean and sleek recording only the facts of the unit accomplishments. All require many hours dedicated to compiling information and formatting the history of the unit. I appreciate their eﬀorts!
Minnesota’s impact on our programs for 2024-2025 is outstanding and recorded in our Department History which was submitted to National for competition for the Toomey Award recognizing the most outstanding history at the National level.
An eﬀort that I wish to note is the collaboration of units, members and our department to assemble poppies for distribution this year. Minnesota has had a poppy shortage in recent years and our American Legion Family stepped in to ﬁll the gap. At Fall Conference 2024 our Department Poppy Chairman coordinated a poppy making competition between the sister districts. Everyone had a great time, working our mission and ﬁlling a need. Three thousand seven hundred and twenty-nine poppies were assembled that evening in 2 hours!
At the beginning of the year, I asked that units look back at their past leaders and share that information with their unit members. Kudos to Hackensack Unit 202 for sharing historical information on four of their past presidents during March for Women’s History month.
Social and electronic media has become a very resourceful tool to record history. Photos and posts from past events are at our ﬁngertips and extremely useful. I used voice notes on my iPhone to record the major events of the department. When it came time, I grabbed my phone and the details of everything were right there and I didn’t have to rely on my memory. Videos are being utilized too. Of course, minutes, photographs, and press releases are traditional tools that are still used.
We had many units jump on board with the special history project that National President Trish Ward is trying to accomplish this year. She is attempting to get a photo of a unit charter signed by each one of the American Legion Auxiliary Past National Presidents. We contributed many photos for this project and President Trish, with the help of National Historian Dara Oliver, are very close to achieving this initiative. Minnesota was able to provide the charter signed on 2/2/22 by the ﬁrst National President Edith I. Hobart furnished by Houston Unit 423. The oldest charter photo that was received from a unit in Minnesota was from Wayzata Unit 118 that was signed on 5/26/21 and signed by the National Commander of the American Legion.


This year we went “Back to the Basics – Recognize. Respect, Remember” and used our building blocks we acquired throughout the months to make it a special year in our Minnesota American Legion Auxiliary history.


Junior Activities Jean Walker, Chairman

“We love our Veterans to the Moon and Back” was the theme our Honorary Department Junior President Teriana Richards chose for this year with the Moon as her symbol. Teriana’s project for the year was to raise funds for the Lady Liberty House at the Eagles Healing Nest in Sauk Centre to repair the plumbing before our lady veterans could move into their new home. Her project raised over $7,155.00 as of March 31st.

We started our year oﬀ with our Annual Department of Minnesota Junior Fun Weekend the ﬁrst second weekend in August. Our Department Honorary Junior President helped lead the activities this year. We did some coloring, made pins to honor the Veteran that the Junior was eligible to join the Auxiliary, demonstration on ﬂag folding, a Senior member and our Honorary Junior President Teriana had an activity on Bulling/Emotions in a group session with all the Juniors talking about diﬀerent emotions and putting them on a poster board and we displayed at our Fall Conference. We held a service project this year of packing personal hygiene items for female veterans for the new female clinic for the Minneapolis VA our Department President and Department Commander helped pack the travel bags along with all our Juniors in attendance.
We also had some fun swimming, playing diﬀerent ball games, a movie night, and s’mores to end a great weekend. Three pictures are attached.

Our Junior members have been busy working the American Legion Auxiliary programs and events all year. They participated in Fair parades, helping at Bingos at the local Legions and Nursing homes, made ﬂeece blankets to be donated to Veterans Homes and Nursing Homes, made Thank You for your Service cards for our Veterans and either mailed them or delivered them to their home, placed Flags at local cemeteries for holidays, distributing poppies in their communities and during Memorial Day services to the attendees, delivered school supplies, items for wellness room, snacks for Elementary Schools, honoring teachers and staﬀ during American Education Week, helped at bake sales, Fish Frys, Steak Frys at their Legion Post, provided supplies to our Veterans Homes, one Junior Unit took a road trip and delivered supplies to the Fargo VAMC-Sweatshirts, sweatpants, caps and personal hygiene items, then went to the Ronald McDonald House and delivered non-perishable food items, cleaning supplies, toys, personal hygiene product and gas card for the residents and on another weekend they delivered diapers, baby clothes, baby toys, blankets and baby products to a maternity home.

Our Juniors did work on the patch program this year and earned seventeen patches. We had
some Junior members attend the National Junior Meeting in Denver. A picture is attached.
The total number of Junior Auxiliary volunteer hours reported 2209 and 722 hours were spent
in direct service to veterans.


The total amount of the donations from our Junior members equals $3,095.00 for the 2024- 2025 Auxiliary year. Majority of the donations were to support the American Legion Auxiliary programs and special projects of our Department Honorary Junior President Teriana and our District Honorary Junior Presidents.
I asked our members to please include our juniors in their Unit events; they are our future leaders and what I read from the reports the Juniors were very helpful throughout the year. Thank you for including them in your activities.

We can all help build the Junior Activities program one member at a time by giving Junior members a voice and an opportunity to participate, they can contribute new ideas and suggestions.
“Thank you” to all the Units that reported and “Thank You” to the District Chairman for compiling all the information from the Unit reports and getting them to me on time. I really appreciate all the work you all have done for the Junior Program this year.


Leadership
Carol Kottom, Chairman

“What is leadership? Leadership is setting and achieving goals, tackling the competition, and solving problems decisively and quickly.” By: Department President Judy Ackerman
What better way to get “Back to the Basics” than learning about our programs. This year we held three leadership workshops. One in the Bagley in the northern part of Minnesota, one at Cold Spring in the central part and one in New Ulm in the southern part. 91 members attended, representing 36 units. One SAL member and three Legionnaires attended. The goal was that everyone attending would “learn something new” no matter how small or how signiﬁcant.
[image: ]There were 8 presenters in all. We tried to have 6 of us at all workshops but there were conﬂicts for the last one. Because these gals are so good, those of us presenting just picked up a couple more programs and we went forward. Thanks to the girls for the great work they did.
Reports came in from 101 of our 395 units and 8 districts. 2 districts only had 1 unit report and did not provide a district report. The numbers reported here are from the District reports. 10 seniors and 3 juniors attended the Northwestern Division Mission Training in Denver, Colorado. 5 seniors and 1 junior attended the Central Division Mission Training in Des Moines, Iowa. (Attendees at other locations unknown to writer.) Great meeting to go to if you want to learn more about our fantastic organization. Everyone is encouraged to attend. It’s another great opportunity to “learn something new every day”.
114 members attended Mid Winters, 118 attended Other District Meetings, and 114 attended Fall Conference. 6 of the Districts wrote a narrative. Narratives are the story of our accomplishments and are a crucial part of our reports. Numbers are important but they don’t tell the “who we are, what we do and why we do it” part of the story. As a chairman, I read every narrative I get. So, thank you to those units and districts who wrote their story.


14 units participated in the ALA Academy Classes. They attended the following classes: 990, Children & Youth, Leadership, Poppy Funds and Diversity, Equity & Inclusion. These classes are easy to attend and so well presented, you can’t help but learn something new. They are not long and very convenient to attend. Try it!
Your ﬁrst yearly unit meeting should include reviewing your Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules. Although the Standing Rules can be changed throughout the year, when necessary, for consistency they should be changed only once a year.
Some of the things our units participated in and/or promoted are:

	Armed Forces Servicemen Center
	Mentor

	Blood drives
	Narratives

	Branded - clothing and/or pins
	Natl Night Out

	Christmas baskets/gifts
	New members Welcome bags

	Christmas breakfast with Santa
	Newspaper Articles & pictures

	Citizenship awards
	Participate in community activities

	Collaborate with other posts & VFW for
events
	Personal hygiene kits/Dept President's
project

	Communication
	Purple Up

	Dept Appointments
	Review Standing Rules

	Develop Unit guidelines
	Sitcom Trivia Night for donations

	Flag retirement
	Spring Bike Fling

	Halloween bingo
	Trunk/treat Halloween

	Halloween for kids
	Used Natl Pres deck of card

	Juniors - help with flag folding
	Valentines for veterans

	Kids Christmas
	Visiting schools

	May baskets for care centers
	Volunteer & donate at VA

	Members delivered flowers to veterans on
Veterans Day
	Volunteer form - User friendly



This deﬁnitely does not cover everything our fabulous units have done during 2024-2025 but says a lot for how much they care.
Thank you for making this year such a success and keep up the good work.


Legislation Linda Kelly, Chairman
Legislation – what can I say? How many of us can say that as a Program Chairman we have learned, participated, traveled, witnessed, provided information, and enjoyed. That is exactly what happened to me this year. I learned how we can help our veterans through legislation, participated in the Minnesota CTF (Commander Task Force) meetings and their retreat, traveled to Washington, DC to meet with legislators, witnessed our veterans and their supporters (Auxiliary, SAL, Riders) march to the State Capitol, provided information to our members, and last, but not least, enjoyed the adventure.
My ﬁrst thoughts, worries (or maybe fright), were unfounded. It is a program that is greatly needed as our support for the veterans throughout the greatest country in the world is essential. With the rest of the American Legion Family, we can all play a part in this journey. Many say that they are only one voice, one vote – but together with all of the other “one voices”, we can be a force to recon with.
I was able to attend several CTF meetings and learned about our VA system, our legislators, the State Veteran Cemeteries, Gun storage safety, Suicide prevention – just to name a few. This group determined Minnesota’s priority legislation to help our veterans for this year.
National President Trish Ward made it possible to attend the legislation conference in Washington, D.C. – what another learning opportunity.
What can we, as members, do to support our American Legion Family?
** Let your legislators know how we need their support. Remember they are YOUR representative whether you voted for them not. They won’t know your opinions if you don’t tell them.
** Check out the websites that I gave you in previous unit mailings.
** Keep up with the legislation. Keep up with how your legislator voted and remember that the next time they are up for reelection.
** Attend the Veterans on the Hill event. It is deﬁnitely worth the time. It will tear at your heart strings seeing our veterans and supporters march to the Capitol, up the steps, into the Rotunda, and hear their voices being acknowledged.
** Since I found that one of our Federal legislators did not know what the “BE THE ONE” program was, please let everyone know what it is.


Membership Hope Wilson, Chairman
“Finding Members in Everyday Places with Member-Opoly”.
This year we had 4 Membership Rallies scheduled. The ﬁrst one was on September 21st in Fridley, hosted by the S.A.L... Each District had a department goal of 40%. On December 7th, the Pearl Harbor Rally was held in Spicer, hosted by the American Legion Riders. Our membership goal was 75%. The Sweetheart Rally on February 8th in Royalton was cancelled due to some nasty winter storms that rolled through the state. Our membership goal at this point was to be 80%. Our last Rally was the Appreciation Rally held on March 8th in Chanhassen. This was an important goal for us. We needed to have 85% membership to achieve one of the 5 goals needed for the Department Merit Medallion Recognition. We made this Goal!!

What were these 5 Goals:
1. Achieve 85% Membership Goal by 3/15/2025
2. Department Impact Report Submitted by 7/1/2025
3. Governance Excellence
a. Constitution & Bi-Law Annual Review
4. Financial Policies & Process
a. 990 Compliance
b. Audit Standards achieved
5. Donation to the
a. ALA Veterans Project Fund (no minimum)
b. Auxiliary Emergency Fund (no minimum)
What We Get!!
1. President Judy gets recognition on stage at Tampa, FL.
2. Signage at Convention 2025
3. A Merit Medallion Ribbon / Medal to President Judy
4. Highlights in ALA Magazine
5. This recognition is for 1 year
May 23rd was our next goal. We were looking for 95%. We were at 89.41%. A little short but the memberships are still trickling in. The District and Unit membership chairmen are making calls and sending reminders. A lot of emails are going out.

Our Membership goal total for this year is 26,014. To reach a 100% goal by 7/4/2025, we still
need 2,537 members as of my last report date of June 25th,2025.
I encourage all Units to work on expanding their Jr members and getting them involved in the
Auxiliary. They are our future.


Also, if your unit does not have ALAMIS yet, it is extremely helpful and takes a lot of the pain out of membership. Between being able to look up rosters and reports to send in memberships online without having to go to the post oﬃce and mail transmittals, I highly recommend it in every way.
I would also like to touch on the current status of our units. It’s not healthy.

24-25 Unit status
396 Units Current
17 Units Disbanded or Disbanding 9 Units Discussing Disbanding
1 New Unit Chartered
As you can see for yourself, this trend is going the wrong way. We need to turn this around. This coming year let’s see if we can get 0 Units disbanding and 17 NEW charters. That would be incredible.
Membership is something I love, and I hope to be able to do it for a long time. It has been my pleasure to work with the members and units in Minnesota this year. Thank you for all the help I received. As always, I learned new things and I hope I was able to help answer questions as I went through the year.


Memorial
Vida Bacon, Chaplain

Thank you to the district chaplains for your service throughout the year. Seven of our ten Minnesota Districts submitted reports; these district chaplains represented two hundred fifty- nine units. One hundred and five units submitted reports.
District chaplains offer opening and closing prayers at conventions and at other meetings throughout the year. Unit chaplains open and close meetings with prayers. They conduct memorial services for our members; they participate in Memorial Day services in cemeteries and in our post homes. They offer comfort and support to our members when death enters our families. Many chaplains conduct Charter Draping services when a member dies. Some of our units mark deceased members’ graves with Auxiliary flags for Memorial Day.
Sympathy cards are sent by many chaplains as well as holiday greeting cards. Thinking of you cards are sent to homebound members. Some of our units make sure their shut-in members receive poinsettias at Christmas.
Our members continue to give scholarships and contribute financially to food shelves within our communities when funds are donated. We proudly dress in our Auxiliary apparel when we are called on to be a part Memorial service.
This past year 242 of our members died. Of those, 3 were Gold Star Mothers and another 2 were Charter Members of their units.
Final words to think about:

A Stumbling Block or A Stepping Stone By R. L. Sharpe

Isn’t it strange how princes and kings, And clowns that caper in sawdust rings, And common people, like you and me, Are builders for eternity?
Each is given a list of rules;
A shapeless mass; a bag of tools.
And each must fashion, Ere life is flown, A Stumbling Block; or a Stepping-Stone.


National Security Mary Kuperus, Chairman

The Department of Minnesota has 23,000 members divided into ten Districts with a total of three hundred ninety-six Units. Of that amount of Units, one hundred-ten Units reported about their National Security Program activities.
National Security is an important program within the American Legion Auxiliary and throughout Minnesota. Minnesota believes in a strong National Defense and the need to be prepared for any kind of disaster. We are dedicated to helping veterans from the past and now into the future including military families.
Minnesota has National Guard and Army Reserve Units. The 34th Infantry Division was created from National Guard troops of Minnesota and other states. The 88th Readiness Division, Army Reserve, is headquartered at Fort Snelling, MN, and Fort McCoy, WI.
Active-Duty Miliary families are supported through Community Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Committees. Units have resources to share with families depending on their needs and events as needed. A Unit provided a Christmas meal for the A-Co 2136 CAB. This included ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, buns, punch, and cookies. Seven members donated forty hours for this meal which cost $456.39.
Holiday stockings were created and personally delivered with cheer to Blue Star Families. A Unit held a baby shower for a female soldier at a monthly meeting and followed up with extra support. They raised $640 of personally donated gifts from ALA members and $100 cash was also given to the mother as she had a ﬁnancial need. National Guard soldiers in training were given $300 in gift cards in appreciation for their military service two years in a row. A local active-duty soldier deployed in the Middle East was adopted by a Unit. The family received gifts and goodies throughout the year. One soldier was so touched by the care giving and personalized cards signed by a Unit that once he retired, he would be back to provide assistance and help the ALA. The best part, the Unit gained a new Auxiliary member!
Members are called to action to serve those who serve us. Those actions include sharing treats with First Responders and their K-9 partners, sponsoring blood drives, adopting veterans at Veterans Homes, collecting coupons for military bases, sending Christmas greetings to servicemembers around the world as well as CARE packages for deployed servicemembers, winterizing homes and vehicles, contacting legislators on pertinent veteran matters, and working with the National Guards’ Family Readiness Group and Veteran Service Oﬃcers to support our servicemembers and their families.


Unit members use their quilt making talents to sew and present beautiful quilts to American Legion members with health issues. Other quilters wrap veterans in quilts with some of the members quilting for Quilts of Valor and Quilts of Honor. Veterans are wrapped with love from many American Legion Auxiliary members along with community members.
Units and Unit members show support for veterans and military personnel by donating their time and money. Donations are given to the Child Well-Being Foundation, Fisher House (Minnesota has two houses), and the Armed Forces Service Center at the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. This is a place for traveling military members and their families to rest during layovers. They have access to food, bunks to sleep in, a playroom for children, televisions to watch, and much more.
Minnesota Units promoted the “Be The One” initiative by purchasing pamphlets, pens, can coolers, and cards with helpful phone numbers. These were distributed to Post and Unit members and displayed on a table in the diner. Other Units shared information with their Unit, Post, and SAL. A Unit invited a doctor, who is a licensed social worker and a mental health professional, to be a guest speaker at their Veterans Day program. He spoke about Treating the Unique Needs of Those Who Served including PTSD. A Unit downloaded the Be The One wallet card and had them printed professionally. The cards were distributed during the Annual Veteran’s Fair sponsored by the County Veterans Oﬃce.
National Night Out is a night that Auxiliary members host neighborhood night-out parties that bring family and neighbors together. They partner with local law enforcement agencies to support crime prevention and to help build strong neighborhoods.
Blood mobiles are sponsored by many Units around the Department of Minnesota. Units ﬁnd the place for the event, call donors, furnish a meal for the bloodmobile workers, and supply food items for those donating. Many members donate blood for those who need it so badly. Bloodmobiles are needed for the National Security of our nation.
A POW/MIA Missing Man table is displayed in Posts around Minnesota. Thirty-nine Units reported they have the table displayed in their post homes and that the meaning of the POW/MIA table is presented at veteran events and schools. The POW/MIA chair cover is displayed during Unit meetings, veterans’ dinners, and many other events.
Wearing red on Fridays is an easy way to show that we support soldiers deployed all over the world. Remember Everyone Deployed shirts can be seen in many places. Any red shirt on Fridays show that we care and support our military. Wearing purple on “Purple Up Day” is our way of showing support for the military children who give so much while their parent serves our country.


Units in the Department of Minnesota will continue working to keep our communities safe, strong, and prepared. We will continue to serve our veterans, military, and their families. We will continue to volunteer, make donations, support veterans, military, and their families, and show our appreciation for their service to us and our country.
The Department of Minnesota is proud of our Units who participate in the National Security program. We are here to help those who sacriﬁce for our country, including ﬁrst responders and ﬁre and emergency services personnel around the state of Minnesota.


Armed Forces Serviceman Center Chris Ronning

AFSC has been located at the Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport since November 1970. The Center is still not open 24 hours but travelers still can use the facility from 8am until 10pm.
ELIGIBILTY:
Active-Duty personnel National Guard members Reserves members Allied Military Personnel Purple Heart recipients
Medal of Honor recipients
100% Disabled American Veteran members (DoD-issued only Prisoners of War
DoD (Department of Defense) personnel
Public Health Service (Surgeon General) personnel MEPS and ROTC candidates
Military Retirees
Their Dependents, relatives (family members), and friends traveling with sending off or greeting military members.
To enter the AFSC, only one person in the group needs to present the appropriate ID. The person with the ID must sign the guest book and indicate the total number of people in their group. It is important to note that not everyone needs an ID for entry.
AFSC sleeping facilities are available to everyone admitted into the Center. When space is limited, priority is given to the Active Duty personnel. Showers are now in use and as always snacks, refreshments, TV, Computer hook ups and most of all the friendly staff (all volunteers).
Military veterans and their companions who are not eligible for entry into the AFSC can receive refreshments and use of the outer lobby.


With all the construction that is going on at the Airport the Center is still making sure that everyone eligible can use the Center.
It has been a great year being able to represent the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Minnesota and I am very grateful for the special appointment
I was able along with my Husband Marland (40 et 8) representative to attend most meetings and to attend the Volunteer Banquet and our seating companions NEC Jean Walker and her husband John.
The Center relies on donations and grants so make sure to put it in your budget.
Thank you for the comfort items donated by our Units throughout the year, needless to say it was overwhelming, thank you, thank you, thank you!!
Thank you, President Judy, for this rewarding appointment and the joy it gave me. The time has come to take a step back due to some health issues in our family
Auf Wiedersehn























Past President Parley Shirley Frederick, Chairman

The PPP Unit reports show that the PPP members are busy mentoring their unit members, holding meetings, being chairmen on the unit, district and department levels. Serving as President of their unit again, attending their unit meetings and taking part in many activities with their units. They are good leadership members for their unit members and took part in District and Department Leadership programs and helped ﬁnd and sigh up new members.
They work with their VSO not only on special holidays, but throughout the Auxiliary year. Such as gift cards, gas cards, food cards.
They helped at and donated to school food pantries, collected food for food shelf programs in their areas. One unit held their own Bake Sale to raise funds for helping our veterans.
Distributed poppies, donated to veteran events such as Wreaths, Veterans Homes, and Ride for Vets, activities bags were made and delivered to the Armed Forces Center and gave quilts and shirts to the St. Cloud VA. Donations were given to the Eagles Healing Nest for their female veterans. Christmas baskets were made and delivered to veterans in nursing homes.
Six applicants each received a $1,000 Department Past President’s Parley Healthcare Scholarship.
Donations totaling over $2,145 were made to the Department Past President’s Parley
Healthcare Scholarship Fund, $1,000 in school scholarships. A school food pantry received $500.
Two units submitted applications for the Kienholz Walker Plaque
Collected and categorized personal care items for veterans, especial the female veterans, donated care kits for Department President Judy’s project, honored them at Veterans Day, and donated to all female veteran’s homes.
Units recognized female veterans by inviting them to meetings, paying their dues the ﬁrst year, sending cards. One unit gave to a female veteran and her daughter living in their car gift cards.
Hometown Heros were honored with banners,
At least one unit adopted a female veteran at one of the State Veterans Homes. Sending cards, visits and was taken out to lunch.
Encouraged Junior members to write Americanism essays.
Past Presidents took part in decorating the grave sites of past members with crosses, ﬂags, at the ALA metal markers. Many of them helped with placing ﬂags on crosses as the roll call of deceased veteran’s names are called. One unit honored their 3 veterans with quilts and birthday


cake. Another unit connected with the Posts female Legionnaires to volunteer and organize the activities of ﬁsh fries, bingo, picnics and more.
Most of the Districts had one or more Dinner/luncheon meetings this year. Unit Past President Parley members held meetings during the year and sometimes they were short ones held after the close of the regular unit meeting.
One unit spent this Auxiliary year contacting their past presidents to see if they would like to start a Past President’s Parley and if they do will make their plans the summer of 2025.


Poppy
Lorinda Kies, Chairman

The units in Minnesota have been very busy this year promoting the Poppy Program in
many ways. I received reports from 8 of our 10 districts.

This year our poppy orders were down from last year with 5,390 large poppies and 62,361 small poppies ordered. With our shortage of poppies, units ordered poppy making kits and held many events to get them made and some even shared with other Units. It is deﬁnitely a family project with Auxiliary members, Legionnaires, SAL, Juiors & even some Riders. One of the poppy making days we had members of the community show up to help and even take a kit home to make, she saw it in the local paper and wanted to help. See what happens when you advertise this great program. President Judy and Commander Carl asked me to have a poppy making event during our fall conference. While I wasn’t sure this was going to work to my surprise it was a big hit. I turned it into a poppy making contest with districts teaming up to see which group could make the most. Wow we have a lot of competitive people in this state. In two hours, 154 people made 3,729 poppies and open kits were taken home by some of our veteran makers. All the districts participated in this Friday night fun.

This year the number of poppy cards displayed was 1,012. These were displayed at local retail stores, legion posts, churches. Total donations to the poppy program this year was
$217,339, which includes poppy cards, money received from members and poppy days.
Units sent out letters to their members asking for donations and included a poppy in each letter. Six units held a Little Miss Poppy contest with the winners’ attending parades, local sporting events, and they even helped with poppy days. Some units combined with their local VFW and then spilt the donations; they also changed their dates and location to increase donations.
Many units put articles in the local paper, went into schools to teach the children the meaning of the poppy. When the units were in the schools teaching the poppy program, they read “In Flanders Field” then explained the meaning behind the poem.
Sixteen units sponsored the poppy poster contest and sent the winners to their district and then those were sent on to me. They took the poppy coloring books into the schools as another way to talk about poppies. Some units display their winners at the legion post, in schools and local banks.

An employer of a unit member was looking for an outreach topic. She feels strongly about the poppy so she and her team decided that is what their outreach project would be. She had 2 groups come in during the 4 hours of outreach and they learned about the poppy along with making almost 1000. I was lucky enough to have been asked to attend


and talk about the poppy and its meaning, I was glad she had a video playing on how to
make poppies because mine always fall apart.
Here are other ways units displayed or distributed poppies: decorating donation containers, made tri-fold boards to have out when doing work in the community, made Christmas ornaments.
Each unit goes to a city council meeting to have the mayor sign the Poppy Proclamation along with handing out a poppy to each consul member a poppy. Many units and individuals participated in the poppy contest at Fall Conference, this year they made a sash and crown to wear and parade area the closing session before the winners were crowned.

Units in Minnesota planned and had many poppy making days, trying to build our supply back up. The ﬁrst poppy making day was held in August during Junior Fun Weekend, we took the parents to the dining hall so the juniors could do their thing. Most of them complained about having to do this but they made 900. As department poppy chairman I was invited to attend and help poppies. I attended as many as I could even if the poppies I make fall apart. Every member that attended these fun days had a blast making poppies and getting to gather with other members with the same mission.
The Units in the Department of Minnesota consider the Poppy program to be the best way to get the word out about what the poppy means and are very dedicated to its purpose.



Public Relations
Cari Lamb, Chairman

       The Department of Minnesota has been working hard on promoting Public Relations.              
       58 units were mentioned in local media 315 by print. 234 letters of appreciation were sent out. 
       $3,822.00 and 981 hours were spent on PR efforts. Hackensack unit 202 has a Public Relations 
       TV with pictures and information provided by the whole Legion Family. Fridley unit 303 uses 
       QR codes for blood drives, so it is easier for people to sign up. Auxiliary members all over the 
       state of Minnnesota were ALA apparel including shirts, nametags, and vests whenever      
       volunteering, attending community events, or even just going to the local grocery store. 


Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Report Robin Dorf, Chairman

The Department of Minnesota members take immense pride in supporting our American Legion Auxiliary mission through the work of our Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation program.
Members supported the rehabilitation and healing of veterans through donations totaling over
$62,127.00 and $11,048.00 of in-kind donations. Many units supported the two local creative, arts events with donations and in-kind donations totaling over $8,000.00. Volunteers helped with the setup during events, and many attended to support. Many units help with purchasing craft kits, music, and needed supplies. Units supported veterans through buying sewing machines, sponsoring �ishing events, and other sporting activities.
Over 700 members volunteered for over 24,000 hours supporting our veteran’s caregivers, families and their survivors. Donations reported were $109,342.00 and $26,448.00 of in-kind donations. Members helped with daily needs, transporting, shopping, phone calls to support, and projects around their homes.
The Department of Minnesota supports four hospitals in the VA Health Care System and eight veteran’s homes. There is an ALA representative in each facility and they do a wonderful job supporting our veterans. There are an estimated 1,480 veterans served with a department budget of $43,000.00 made possible by the donations of our members. Members donated over $62,000.00 to support these facilities. Over 78 volunteers donated 4,350 hours. The activities organized at each facility are very different as each has their own unique needs. ALA staff and supports clothing rooms that offer new and gently used clothing, bingo, birthday parties, lunch outings, birthday cards with monetary gifts. We provide craft supplies, cards, personal care items, and gardening supplies, sewing and mending services, Valentine’s cards, sponsoring picnics and holiday gatherings. Unit members have sewn and donated heart and neck pillows, wheelchair bags, bibs, and quilts and have sewn and �illed chemo bags.
February was full of love with our $5 bill shower is held at twelve facilities. Over 1,370 veterans received
$10.00 in cash or canteen credit with a card. Members donated $30,219.00 to help fund this project.
December is the Minnesota Gift Shop for our veterans and their families. Over 240 hours of volunteer time and $40,416.00 in monetary donations. Each veteran receives a gift, and they can pick out a gift for the spouse or caretaker, and children under the age of 18 living in their household. Members �ind joy at this time of the year to give back by hosting and wrapping the gifts.
With food insecurities on the rise our members stepped up and donated $1,300.00 to the Minneapolis VAHCS to help purchase food for their food shelf that helps over 200 veterans a month. Throughout the department our members reported supporting local community food shelves that supported veterans’ needs. One unit supported a local reservist with gift cards monthly to a local grocery store to help meet her needs with her family.
Members supported our women veterans by donating and hosting baby showers to supply needed items for new mothers. One unit hosted a shower at their monthly unit meeting and had treats, games and prizes, which were all donated back to the new mother.
The department president’s project raised funds for rehabilitation equipment at our veterans’ homes. Over $28,000.00 was raised to buy equipment needed. The second part of the project was in-kind


donations to help our female veterans at the new women’s clinic opening in the spring. Over 468 personal hygiene kits were donated.
The Department Honorary Junior President and the Juniors of Minnesota's project this year was raising funds to repair the plumbing for the Lady Liberty House for female veterans at the Eagles Healing Nest in Sauk Centre. Over $7,155.00 was raised to assist in the project for our female veterans.
Over 125 members volunteered 183 hours at Minnesota Standdowns. Cash donations of $4795.00 and in- kind donations of $245 were utilized to support our veterans. Many units donate monetarily and in-kind donations of baskets to the Minnesota Assistance Council of Veterans for their program that helps homeless veterans get into apartments and give them a basket of needed items to get started. Wreaths Across America had 60 members volunteering with donations of $10, 173.00. Honor Flights had 87 members volunteering 128 hours with donations of $7,770.00. Members enjoy sewing quilts for Quilts of Valor and donations totaling over $10,000.00 were reported.
Over 214 members adopted veterans within their communities. They volunteered for 2,438 hours and donated $5,724.00. One unit makes a gift during the holidays for each veteran in their local nursing homes. Another unit helped a veteran move into his new apartment after being homeless. They donated needed furniture and their time to move him.
Over 498 members volunteered 55,452 hours of service to veterans. Activities reported included grocery shopping, visiting them at their homes, preparing meals and baking, sewing, and mending.
Members continue to support the Minnesota Fisher Houses by donations totaling $18,454.00 and in-kind contributions of over $2,345.00. Two members volunteered their time where needed at the home.
Members continued to support the Be the One initiative again this year by attending training and doing buddy checks with veterans. Many units expanded to do with their local American Legion Family members.
Unit members organize and present Veterans Day programs within their communities. Members encourage junior and SAL members, and students to write cards to hospitalized veterans.

Gift Shop
Sandy Wersal, Chairman

Once upon a time in December 2024 when it was cold, we in Minnesota being unit members, braved it and motored to the four VA Hospitals and eight VA Homes across the state to help the Veterans, pick out their gifts and gifts for their family. We helped wrap, put on homemade name tags, visited with the veterans and watched the smiles on their faces and ours. Most importantly we thanked them for their service. The gift shops in Minnesota ensure each veteran gets a gift for themselves and a gift for their spouse or caregiver and their children under 18-year-old. Treats of cookies, cocoa and apple cider were provided. Units donated

$10,655 to make the gift shop work and gave 238 hours of their time this year. Total veterans helped at the gift shops 889 (do think numbers higher, not all units report). Members see this as a great honor to help veterans at Christmas time. Once you go and volunteer there, you always want to return.






[bookmark: DeptDeceased]Deceased Member 2024-20251st District
MN UNIT 0040
Carolyn Borgen-Bell


Dawn Vogen


Evelyn A. Larson


Vaughn Bearson-Nagel


Vivian Olson

MN UNIT 0050
Dorothy Walter


Judy K Mittag


Reathel G. Schroeder


Ruth Klein

MN UNIT 0052
Jeanette Clark


Viola M Iversen

MN UNIT 0056
Carol Peterson


Eleanor J. Nolting


Janan Beenken


Joyce M Olson


Marcy Lange


Margery Evenson


Pendra A Nelsen

MN UNIT 0068
Beverly J Plaehn


Dorothy M Simpson


Jan Christopherson


Lavonne Morse

MN UNIT 0077
Donna M Sellner


Jeanette B Kispert

MN UNIT 0091
Beverly Reller

MN UNIT 0092
Carol M Plantin


Dora Mase


Doris E Cole


Mabel Wagner

MN UNIT 0094
Marie Grinde

MN UNIT 0140
Andrea Peterson


Helen Stier


Shirley Davis

MN UNIT 0146
Debra A. Kiefer

MN UNIT 0161
Mardell Kempe

MN UNIT 0164
Alice R Halvorson


Alvina Regier-Byrne

MN UNIT 0191
Bernice J. Doering


Winifred Schulte

MN UNIT 0197
Beverly Ann Jorde

MN UNIT 0228
Bonnie White


Donna Harguth


Karen N Johnson


Katherine M Flogstad


Lallie A Dahl


Patricia Born


Phyllis Bartelt

MN UNIT 0249
Audrey M. Liudahl Atchison

MN UNIT 0249
Marie Hanson
MN UNIT 0264
Donna C Stolaas

Ethel M Kopischke

Janet Y Register
MN UNIT 0295
Beverly Plevke

Phyllis Bahr
MN UNIT 0299
Darlene Strinmoen

Sonja Gorham
MN UNIT 0330
Judy Stoelk

Mary J. Haukom

Pamela Unger
MN UNIT 0333
Arletta Hannenberger

Beverly Livingston

Wilma Jensen
MN UNIT 0384
Arleen Stafford

Barbara Gilliland

Doris E Bailey

Inger D Pearson
MN UNIT 0404
Phyllis Martinson

Shirley Dulas
MN UNIT 0423
Joan Benson
MN UNIT 0526
Arlene L Grimes

Ruth Black
MN UNIT 0551
Marie E. Undeberg
MN UNIT 0579
Kay Blattner
MN UNIT 0587
Josephine Rusert
MN UNIT 0588
Bonnie Lunde
MN UNIT 0595
Cathren G. Weaver

Marlene Brewster

Vicki Schroeder
MN UNIT 0637
Marilyn J Erickson

2nd District
MN UNIT 0004
Norma J Clark

MN UNIT 0007
Beverly J Bartz

MN UNIT 0019
Hazel M


Lois A. Jagerson

MN UNIT 0032
Karen Lawrence


Marlene A. Bullerman

MN UNIT 0033
Arlene Roeglin


Janet Plath

MN UNIT 0036
Eleanor M Skaggs


Lyla Evans


Margo Zanke


Velva L Quinn

MN UNIT 0038
Juanita J Horn

MN UNIT 0041
Dianne Friedley


Helen Nyberg


Lola Peterreins




Deceased Member 2024-20252nd District
MN UNIT 0041
Shirley Mattison
Continued
MN UNIT 0042
Tena Winkelhorst

MN UNIT 0064
E G Metz

MN UNIT 0082
Mary A Nienhaus


Retha G. Rasmussen

MN UNIT 0089
Betty Lux


Diana Johnson


Geneva Prescher


Sandi Herrig


Sharon K Ogilvie

MN UNIT 0123
Lucille Ripley

MN UNIT 0130
Darlene Whisney

MN UNIT 0132
Burnell E Osberg


Burnell Steinbach


Catherine A Eckstein


Cynthia Hillesheim


Grace Fischer


Vicki Lea Maday

MN UNIT 0165
Debra Willner

MN UNIT 0195
Coralie Overby


Lois Olson


Mavis Kirkvold

MN UNIT 0210
Gen Besser


Lavonne B Linde


Pamela Kauffmann

MN UNIT 0224
Alice Shumway

MN UNIT 0257
Dalores Stern


Harriet Schmit


Jan Voge


Jolene M Danielson


Kathy Hauger


Sharon Rogotzke

MN UNIT 0263
Kathleen Baune

MN UNIT 0267
Edith A. Swenson


Juanita Hanson

MN UNIT 0274
Doris Zwach

MN UNIT 0276
Jean A. Bartholomew


Marlene Satre


Viola Morrison

MN UNIT 0286
Arlene Dammann

MN UNIT 0287
Joy Hamann


Margaret Robbins

MN UNIT 0294
Diana Lantz


Frances J. Jurs

MN UNIT 0309
Constance J Dunn

MN UNIT 0318
Leona Gieselman


Marlene Magnus

MN UNIT 0329
Viva E Bowen

MN UNIT 0373
Ivadelle M Erickson

MN UNIT 0373
Lavonne Anderson
MN UNIT 0391
Pamela Nerhus
MN UNIT 0461
Beverley Kukielka

Dolly McNab

Lorraine Duitsman

Sharon Meyer

Sue M Miller
MN UNIT 0467
Solveig M. VanOverbeke
MN UNIT 0519
Pearl Ziegenhagen
MN UNIT 0534
Leone A. Meyer
MN UNIT 0553
Eileen Morrow
MN UNIT 0561
Lois Davis
MN UNIT 0569
Mary Majeski

Pam Klocek
MN UNIT 0576
Lois M. Williams
MN UNIT 0608
Shirley Gentry
MN UNIT 0617
Dorothy Kenyon

Patricia Connelly

Shirley A A. Fraze

3rd District
MN UNIT 0002
Laura H. Mathie

MN UNIT 0043
Connie M McCarthy


Elaine Herda


Gloria A Cloutier


Joan P Wegner


Marlene L. Balken


Sharon Pirkl

MN UNIT 0045
Gertie Chlan


Marilyn Sindelar

MN UNIT 0047
Hazel Johnson

MN UNIT 0054
Audrey Bodin


Georgia Hase


Marcia M. Eckstrom


Patricia A Jackson


Wanda K Lee

MN UNIT 0079
Dorothy H Trinka


Harriett Soukup


Karen E. Parsons


Lillian M Dornfeld


Loretta M Oconnell


Margie Wondra


Mary J Regenscheid


Rhoda Duffney


Silvana Blum


Susan M. Williams

MN UNIT 0084
Nadine Kivens

MN UNIT 0096
Catherine Plath


Marlyn Krueger


Pearl Seale




Deceased Member 2024-20253rd District
MN UNIT 0096
Roxanne Jensen
Continued
MN UNIT 0108
Meg Rethwill


Violet I Kaisershot


Wanda Arndt

MN UNIT 0125
Sylvia Markgraf

MN UNIT 0141
Jo A Ardolf


Mary Ann Mallak

MN UNIT 0144
Darlene L Hogeboom


Deborah A Edaburn


Irene M Plonski


Janell D Stock


Laurie J. Behnke

MN UNIT 0149
Arlene Quick

MN UNIT 0150
Harriet E Vanderlinde


Lori A. Larson


Mildred H Paul

MN UNIT 0184
Carol Y Moreland


Deloris Skalicky


Janet Unger


Madelyn Shelstad


Virginia A. Kish

MN UNIT 0225
Denni C. Main


Joan M. Thistlewood


Lucille Carlson


Susan M. Burrows

MN UNIT 0311
Leatrice A Edwards

MN UNIT 0380
Betty L Hammargren

MN UNIT 0408
Jane Plocher

MN UNIT 0424
Delores Plan


Shirley J Tresselt

MN UNIT 0433
Alice Deno


Audrey Kloeckl


Carol M Grewe


Ruth Olson

MN UNIT 0491
Debra M Francis


Evangeline Nolde

MN UNIT 0580
Joanne Meuwissen

MN UNIT 0586
Florence Hanek


Janice M Sticha

MN UNIT 1776
Carol L. Geiger


Frances J. Thom


Marcia Carroll

MN UNIT 0542
Carol J Brasher

Juanita L Grayden

Patricia A. Janey
MN UNIT 0577
Merilyn R. Kroski

Paulette E Gartner

Verna L Quist

5th District
MN UNIT 0129
Maria Andrews

MN UNIT 0435
Christine M Vincent


Lois L. Tobin

6th District
MN UNIT 0014
Christine R Davis

MN UNIT 0023
Betty Jo Johnson


Dawn J. Lehtinen


Dolores Lindahl


Jean Vorlicky

MN UNIT 0046
Betty Peck


Bev Lemieur

MN UNIT 0049
Dee Dee Buckley


Patricia J Olson

MN UNIT 0067
Elaine M Meier

MN UNIT 0086
Betty Benike


Beverly Cluff


Carrie J Hagman


Marlene E Linn


Mary Lindgren

MN UNIT 0101
Ann Beard


Bernadette A Arceneau


Dorothy M Carstens

MN UNIT 0112
Karen M Walz


Shirley M Stuttgen


Sylvia D. Frolik


Viola Ehlenfelt

MN UNIT 0134
Christine A. Opheim


Margaret James


Norma McMurrin

MN UNIT 0137
Carol N. Fisher


Terry Jo Emerson

MN UNIT 0147
Rita R Petersen


Stella Huso

MN UNIT 0202
Lori E. Aydt


Nancy E. Hoppe


Susan J Welter

MN UNIT 0211
Jean Peleske

MN UNIT 0212
Cheryl Breitbach


Clara Ellenson


Gert Buckley


Marian Snelling


Mary A Bentler

4th District
MN UNIT 0168
Barbara Vorderbruggen


Carol A. Hostrawser


Constance E Nash


Mary Alice Connor

MN UNIT 0474
Gloria Jean Neeb

MN UNIT 0542
Arlene Thordson




Deceased Member 2024-20256th District
MN UNIT 0212
Phyllis Wilson
Continued
MN UNIT 0217
Louise Menk

MN UNIT 0221
Donna Paggen


Rose M Then

MN UNIT 0254
Rosanna Leither

MN UNIT 0255
Donna M Gode


Donna Peppel


Janet A Jensen


Karen K Nygaard


Karen L Reither


Kathleen A Hanson


Myrtle Tuil


Ruth A Forseth

MN UNIT 0261
Anita Hoefer

MN UNIT 0271
Colleen E Vinkemeier


Joyce Hoppe

MN UNIT 0284
Ardis Norenberg


Donna J Rust

MN UNIT 0292
Helen Resseman


Ruth L Lang

MN UNIT 0298
Kathleen A Brennan

MN UNIT 0328
Ellie Studer

MN UNIT 0340
Dorothy J Biskey


Norma McNeil


Rosalie Terebayza

MN UNIT 0341
Esther Britz

MN UNIT 0363
Anna M Handevidt


Frances Staffenhagen

MN UNIT 0368
Myrna M Dunnuck


Sandy K. Sundvall


Virginia R Tostenson

MN UNIT 0372
Beverly J Bryant

MN UNIT 0443
Joan Hallada

MN UNIT 0455
Mary A Stommes


Mary Demorrett

MN UNIT 0456
Donna M Walter


Louise Vandenberghe


Shirley Wuollet

MN UNIT 0462
Barbara Jane Benson

MN UNIT 0470
Fern Waldo


Kathryn A Florhaug


Louise Hoyum

MN UNIT 0473
Patricia A Soderholm

MN UNIT 0500
Judith A Bolduc

MN UNIT 0557
Kathryn E. Johnson

MN UNIT 0612
LaVonne L. Spanier


Leona Bertram

MN UNIT 0627
Donna M Nedved


Gina A Meixner

MN UNIT 0627
Kay L Draves
MN UNIT 0642
Bernadette M Pintok

Bernice Carlson

Evelyn Trettel

7th District
MN UNIT 0029
Elizabeth Ascheman


Florence Kjenstad


Joyce Kramer

MN UNIT 0059
Audrey Olsen


Diane Ruether


Loretta Garbe


Melinda Gort

MN UNIT 0069
Patricia E Thoma

MN UNIT 0104
Donna Becker


Francella L Schmitz


Myrtle Strom


Patricia Herzog

MN UNIT 0113
Alice Marthaler


Joan P Palmer


Phyllis A Labat


Rita L. Verly

MN UNIT 0135
Judy B. Bleck

MN UNIT 0156
Catherine Kruse


Jill Powelson

MN UNIT 0158
Carol Olson

MN UNIT 0167
Lorraine Riemer


Marjorie Swanson


Mary R Sixta


Muriel Strom


Regena Barrett


Sherri J. Menk

MN UNIT 0173
Kathleen Radke

MN UNIT 0205
Arvina Schweiss

MN UNIT 0223
Elizabeth McDonnell

MN UNIT 0229
Arlene Knutson

MN UNIT 0237
Rose Wheeler

MN UNIT 0253
Annette Brosh

MN UNIT 0258
Mary Jo Huselid

MN UNIT 0268
Luella Leverson

MN UNIT 0297
Marilyn O'Neill

MN UNIT 0321
Martha Moeller

MN UNIT 0351
Norma Olson


Solveig Dahl

MN UNIT 0357
Frances L Iverson


Judy Stierlen

MN UNIT 0378
Lori Gaulrapp

MN UNIT 0381
Darlene Huckenpoehler


Gloria J Schmidt


Patricia A Snodgrass




Deceased Member 2024-20257th District
MN UNIT 0426
Beverly Bergrud
Continued
MN UNIT 0430
Blanche Boehme


Carol Setzepfandt


Rebecca G Lingl

MN UNIT 0457
Ethel M. Berndt


Mavis A. Wandersee

MN UNIT 0483
Elizabeth Rokala

MN UNIT 0527
Corine Thoennes


Elreen Roers


Patricia L Robertson

MN UNIT 0537
A Verona Thompson


Ardis J Knight


Barbara K. Bendickson

MN UNIT 0545
Betty M. Nordby


Robbie Johnson

MN UNIT 0556
Barb Anderson


Boneta Schmidt

MN UNIT 0629
Sharon L Henrichs

9th District
MN UNIT 0020
Kathleen Miller
Continued

Mary Tuseth


Orphie Vraa

MN UNIT 0021
Barb Jane Wenger


Lois M Berg


Lynette L. Andel


Phyllis E Nymark

MN UNIT 0022
Dorothy I. Heng


Marge Josephson


Mildred Thorfinnson


Theresa Vatthauer

MN UNIT 0024
Olga Markovich

MN UNIT 0027
Elsie Conely


Pat Bjorgaard

MN UNIT 0030
Karen Kantrud

MN UNIT 0031
Delores Winter

MN UNIT 0117
Audrey Berard


Doris Stromberg


Joy Gillespie


Marion Kappes


Martha A Torgerson

MN UNIT 0148
Alta Mandt

MN UNIT 0153
Donna Cook


Ida M Buckingham


Janet Rogers

MN UNIT 0157
Barbara Belt


Belle M Jore


Joanne A Nokelby


Mary E Smith


Mary L Gariepy

MN UNIT 0159
Julie A. Paquin

MN UNIT 0214
Patricia Wise

MN UNIT 0242
Charlotte Wagner

MN UNIT 0256
Betty Langseth


Joy Parker


Patricia Johnson


Phyllis Engen

MN UNIT 0283
Elinor I Wiskow

MN UNIT 0331
Lucille Rakowski

MN UNIT 0353
Mary A Deschene

MN UNIT 0382
Carol Lewis


Margaret L Ramstad

MN UNIT 0390
Linda Donarski

MN UNIT 0427
Darlene Roseland


Irene Holmstrom


Joyce E Meekma

MN UNIT 0431
Lucille Skauge

MN UNIT 0444
Delores Westerlund


Donna Rehm

8th District
MN UNIT 0060
Donna LaMont


Lucinda Holm

MN UNIT 0071
Dorothy M Grover


Fay J Swede


Linda Lane


Mary S Petrich


Maureen C. Lundberg


Susan Korhonen

MN UNIT 0109
Dolores Johnson

MN UNIT 0222
Marilyn Jordan


Rebecca R Werner

MN UNIT 0241
Beatrice I Collins


Dorothy Fossell


Dorothy J Strehlow


Patricia Svir

MN UNIT 0248
Bernadine Krtinich

MN UNIT 0262
Vesta Bergin

MN UNIT 0379
Margaret Kuhlman

MN UNIT 0413
Eloise Anne Christiansen


Nancy Leonard

9th District
MN UNIT 0015
Agnes K Fawcett


Joanne Marxen


Juliana H Matson


Leatrice A Wirtz

MN UNIT 0016
Barb Kilpela


Joyce Johnson


Lila Ricke

MN UNIT 0020
Dora Moses


Jacqueline J Burke




Deceased Member 2024-20259th District
MN UNIT 0444
Joyce Taylor
Continued

Julieta D Nelson

MN UNIT 0445
Mary A Kujava

MN UNIT 0489
Gertrude A. Jensen

MN UNIT 0505
Pat Bollig

MN UNIT 0290
Rosemary Braun
MN UNIT 0303
Ann Losness

Christina J. Bossany

Serenity R. Lindberg
MN UNIT 0320
Marlene M. Dvorak

Wendy J. Muenchow
MN UNIT 0334
Delores Kelly

Jeanne M Lee

Lila Redberg

Lola Esmay

Phyllis Fourniea
MN UNIT 0347
Ann M Reiser

Marjorie A Pavek

Mary C Davis
MN UNIT 0377
Dona Zitzloff
MN UNIT 0398
Betty J Weiland
MN UNIT 0523
Dorraine F Czech
MN UNIT 0550
Jeanne A Wagner

Lillian Knafla
MN UNIT 0567
Lois Zachman

Marian Meyer
MN UNIT 0600
Theresa Gay

10th District
MN UNIT 0051
Mickey E Flaherty

MN UNIT 0085
Elaine M Pierce


Evelyn Engdahl


Laura Feaski

MN UNIT 0102
Betty J. Urban


Claribel Berghorst


Kay Rand

MN UNIT 0118
Catherine M Wood


Delores Westphal


Judith A Stein


Victoria M Blue

MN UNIT 0131
Marilyn Wurm


Mavis Gustafson

MN UNIT 0145
Jean D. Schmidt

MN UNIT 0172
Elaine K Bachmann


Gloria J German


Wanda A. Youngquist

MN UNIT 0178
Jean Reiman


June E. Ames


Katherine A Kosel


Leota Marudas

MN UNIT 0201
Arlene E Wilson


Bette Anderson


Frances Taylor

MN UNIT 0209
Barbara Kaczmarek


Loretta Nikkola


Marilyn Dahlquist


Marlys Ortquist


Nancy H Danberg

MN UNIT 0216
Elaine J Munson


Kathryn L Reineccius

MN UNIT 0260
Audrey A Ellison


Audrey J. Murray


Darlene Martin


Darlene Sawatzke


Diane M Peters


Dona J Powers


Kathleen K. Selken


La Vonne Simola


Pat Markling

MN UNIT 0270
Carol Logeais

MN UNIT 0282
Elayne Reith

MN UNIT 0290
Karen Ellingson

1982
Ardis Stone

C M Arens

Janice Arens

Janice E Follmer

Joyce M. Blosberg

Shirley Fangman

Shirley Warren
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