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DATE:		February 6, 2026					

TO:		District Chairmen

RE:		Annual Reports & Certificates of Merit


Once again the Units will be sending their Annual Reports directly to the District Chairman. Unit reports are due to the District Chairman on or before April 15, 2026 The District Chairman must have their report to the Department Chairman on or before April 30, 2026.

Included in this mailing are the following:
Informational Letter
    	District Annual Reports (program specific)
Unit Annual Report (program specific)
Certificates of Merit Recommendation Forms. This year Certificates of Merit will be awarded to Units for outstanding work in:
	Americanism						Legislative
	Auxiliary Emergency Fund				National Security
	Children and Youth					Past Presidents Parley
	Community Service					Poppy
	Education						Public Relations
	History (both Senior and Junior)				Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
 	Junior Activities						
Leadership															
District Annual Report Form 
District Chairman are to fill this form out completely and mail to the Department Chairman. The Department Chairman’s address is at the bottom of the form.

Unit Annual Report
This is for your reference only.

Certificates of Merit Recommendation Form – (for programs listed above)
District Chairman are to fill this form out completely and mail to the Department Chairman with the District Annual Report. There are two copies of the form, one is to be submitted, and one is for your records.

These Certificates of Merit are based on the Unit’s Program Annual report.  History certificates are based on Senior or Junior Histories submitted.  There are no Unit History reports.





GUIDELINES FOR SELECTING CERTIFICATE OF MERIT WINNERS

	Americanism						Legislative
	Auxiliary Emergency Fund				National Security
	Children and Youth					Past Presidents Parley
	Community Service					Poppy
	Education						Public Relations
	History (both Senior and Junior)				Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
 	Junior Activities						
Leadership	

1.  Each District Chairman of the programs listed above should send a list of recommendations for consideration to the Department Chairman.  They should also include copies of the Annual Reports for the Units that have been recommended. Due to Department Chairman April 30, 2026.

2.  Complete the enclosed form listing the Units you are recommending Certificates of Merit by membership category. One form is for your records, and the other form should be submitted to the Department Chairman as noted above. 

Certificates of Merit will be awarded to those Units with OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS.  If you have any questions regarding this, please contact the Department Office.

*******************************************************************************************
HISTORIAN (only): Please use the following Junior membership categories for Certificates of Merit when judging the Junior History reports.

1.  Junior History report membership categories:
a.  Up to 10 certificates to Junior groups with membership of 1-15.
b.  Up to 10 certificates to Junior groups with membership of 16-30.
c.  Up to 10 certificates to Junior groups with membership of 31-45.
d.  Up to 10 certificates to Junior groups with membership of 46 and up.
e.  Up to 5 additional certificates, if warranted, regardless of Junior membership classification.  These 5 regardless of Junior membership are not mandatory and are selected by you only if you feel there are additional Junior groups that should receive a Certificate of Merit, over and above the 10 you have already selected in that membership category.

2.  You will be receiving a second form for listing the Junior groups you are awarding Certificates of Merit to by membership category.

3.  Return the original of this Junior listing, along with the original listing of your Senior winners to the Department Chairman on or before April 30, 2026.  Keep copies for your records.

Thank you,
Christie Avant
Christie Avant
Department Secretary
American Legion Auxiliary Department of Minnesota
State Veterans Service Bldg. - 20 W. 12th St. Suite #314 – St. Paul, MN  55155 | P: (651) 224-7634 
deptoffice@mnala.org | Website: www.mnala.org
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