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& : V,‘uesday, Soptembar Bth., we. boardod the Soo Line train and 'began our pilgrima;ga

b5 5 e 't.o }:rmma. 'mqf ain was crowdqd wi‘&h Logionnaires, moat of the from !.{innesota, -
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at Saylt St Mgrle Wednssdey morning I.ogionnaires from that aiw met us at the
wh tﬁgtgon wnen e ﬁ}' .gft for aight-sgs!,ng ur. John P. Old. gqyo an eddress of we;come.‘

and Dr. A. 1 ' Branton, v1ce Omander of, tha Department of Minnesota, rasponded.

E'ha train haltqd r!.ght | tho boat am w0 receivad cmr first sight of Jonr

' "“-ahip.- the "Montnairn" Ve were vary mach imited and. hurried pp the 6811& Plﬂnk

The ship wap 8 veIy. large one, and we_wondered whether e wan;ld tmar lem o,,_

x .-‘

gbout it. Ve met many of our hinneaota friends who had arrivad via tho-Burlington

. .houte.‘ After i’lﬂéling our cabin and getﬁng loeated., we got off tha boat to soe

Quebec . Wa_ Were measy :cor fear- t);@ boat would vull out without us, so we return'e_d.'-'_
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oatly. We stayed on deck until about two o'clock waiting for the ship to sail but
Tinally gave it up and went to bed.
The next morning we learned the ship had set sail at 4 a.m.
We spent our. time on the "Montnairn" promenading the deck for exercise. Our ship
was &n Eﬁglish one, 8o, besides the three regular meals a dsy, hot boullion was served
about ten in the mornlng, tna, sandwiohes and cake et four in the afternoon. and

: -2-_ 4 '45";‘1-4 14 AT AN e e s . ‘-'fr Sidgapisn el h{‘ o
ﬂﬁdﬁchﬂl wnﬂ rul} ‘about ten o'elock at night. You see i de was necessery,

}‘wery night thera waa either a dame, card perty, movie or other entort&inment to
muse us. E'nryono got ncqwinted. 1% was like one ‘big fomi‘ly Vie pasaad from the
gulf of the St. Lawranne to the ocean early Sundey morning. Meny people were pretty
: utok ‘but v walhd rm and furiounly and escaped. kev. Eara C. Clemans preaohod the
3 norning scmqnﬂl‘gl :Blam?ho ’Sullen. uho vas vary sea—e:lek got out of ‘bod to ung at _'

L the sarﬂ::;. | Sho%:ing"baautifully anA se were very proud of her, Om uondav we si@ted.'
o large iceberg. On"!l‘uuw, the fath., & memorial serkice was conﬁmta&;;}pr___ﬁho .
ud.lort and av.to.tors who had lont their lives at sea. The servica was very 1mprean1ve.
Buglera 01' the Buffalo, Baw York dr un corps, ﬂhich was a'board pla,yad the "Chnrch"
call mul Statf King offorea. prayer. A Buffalo man read the norvi.oa and & WQSIiOﬂ :

_m forngd. 10&7 ) O -tate presid.ont. She ms earrying a large |

='*. } ey ma

and wae foﬁ.bﬁa& “by tho nurses and Glea cm: all carrylng ﬂotora, "

~which they rthm ihto the sea to honor the dead. ‘“Taps" were then sounded and we were
dismissed. Dr. Branton and Yrs. Bishop called several linnesota mootings, announcements
were ma.do. and 1nfomtion about Yhe‘onvention in Paris given to 2ll.

Cur ﬁ.rst :1ght of land wes day evening. It was & light-house called Land's
End on Scilly Isles. Fridsy we uﬁe white, chalk cliffs of Dover, Englend, The
green gress, treela', and housas were a sight good to behold. That night we passed Ostend,
which is & big nmr resort in Belgium. There was 2 full, harvest moon straight ahead
of us, aad it made 2 bmuful white path to sail through. Small iishing boets were

saning back and forth end I'11 never forget howrwonderful it all look:ed.
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_In. :f_:ho morning we game in sight of Antwerp, after sailing up the Scheldt river

! ¥nrough Holland, with its windnills, The streets and houses were all ss 0ld, quaint
_and picturesque, fThere were hundreds of bieyeles flying in and out on the strests.

We thought it a very fuany sight to see & girl dolled wp in 2 big hat, furs and gloves
and pumping a 'bicycle up the etraet. Women were out scrubbing thcir atone stepa and.
sidewalks, and thoir Wia s aeamad 1o shind. When the gangplnnk ort &om, the Belgia'
ofﬁcinlu ' drouea. up 1n ‘brass Imttons ana plunes came on 'board to woloame tho I-og!.om
After th:ls ceremony, there wes & med seramble to see who could got off from the boat
first, Funny 1;1;};1.9. trains with small compartments, large enough to hold six or

Gight people, ware waiting for us, and we sll piled on.

..... N’ 3‘0‘1’ w W small towns in !olctua. Ve could. not help but notice how
ntlltio and gorgom ‘the gardens were. Nost of the people wore bed-room nlippon or
“wooden shoes. fThere were soldiers and gendarmes at all tho stations, and we tried to
talk to them, resulting in meny good laughs. We arrived m Brugssels ot 10:30 a.wm.,
forwed in line behind the Buffale drum corps, and marched into the station. Here we
\m"‘wlemd by the publtc off@ei,nla, a.fttr ih!.ch we were put intc buua for a nlyxt-

|j'i.‘

k 27 ,,_i,_"f'thc tomd of the wmoan seuﬂu,

=

_f.’-‘:got aﬁt of. ths bmua to solemnly pny hm tributo. Eddic x.imm.l 4n a very improssivo
manner n‘xmm 2 maih on the tomb. whih the hgionnaiua with head.s ‘ba.rad and their
Auxiliery, stood et "attentinn“ A fire is kept burning there continually in honor
of Bulgmn‘n \hknoun soldiera. ne"m our ﬂi‘it royal paléce in Brussels, -and visited
the Gothio and St, Mihiel cathedrals) as well as the famous Marktt Place. Brussels
is called the little Paris, and is nfid to be the cheapest place in Furope to shop.

We 'ia__w a Buropean funeral proceseion for the first time here. ¥irst in the
procession were four bleck horses with black plumes on their hoads drewing & black
hearse with a glass top over it; the chief mourner walked on foog in back of this,
dressed in a2 swallow tailed coat and a stove=pipe hat, and wept bitterly into his
hendkerchief. Two men were helping him along. About twenty-five men walked in back -
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of the chief mourner and ma‘n brought up the rear. The women always seem to be an
afterthought in Europe.

Our first meal in Furope was oné to be remembered. We ate it on the d.:lner of
the train. It was served to us in fourteen different plates by actual count. All
the food vas so different. When we asked the price, trouble began. e did not know
the value of our foreign money and, between laughs, tried to understend. We finally
geve yp, however, and let the waiter, or garcon, help himself. He did.

We arrived ixi Paris at the Garedu Nord at 3:30 p.m. All we could hear was the
toot—toot of the funny little French taxis. They were so mumerous that the streets
umd :tairly alive vith them, and they flitted in am out with apparently no regerd
for traffic laws. Ve all scrambled for cabs: and a?a!‘. on the edge of our seats, oager
'and tli%ﬂiobto get our first view of Paﬂ.u. Whatfa al ght awaited nel’

. This besutiful, historic ¢ity was all dressed wp for the occasion. American and
French flags, the American Logion emblem and "Welcome Legionnaire" signs were every-
vharo. and at night the city wes all a‘b].uo with patriotic electrical displays. We
eouid_n'ot help but feel the sincere welcome that came from the hearts of the French
peoples Our roan in the Palsce D'Orsay hotel was magnificent enough for a queen.
Qur ho'nl m nn fno shore of the ao!.no River, and at night the front of the hotel
wag a blg e).actriual American flag.

01; Mondéy morning, September 19, at 8:30 o'clock, the Auxlliary convention
opened in the grand ballroom of the Oontinental Hotel with Mrs. Adeline Macauley,
Netional Proi_;dopt‘, presiding. The room was very beautiful and just filled with .
flowers. Everfona é.rose while a procession went down the aisle led by Blanche Scallen
the chief page, and the other pages, carrying American flags and Auxiliary banners,
they being followed by the national officers who took their places on the platform.
The meeting wes called to order and the pledge of ellegiance to the flag was given.
The National Chaplain, Mrs. Stark, gave the invocation. DMNMiss Fisher, an opera singer,
sang the "ﬁmenlaise;;," and everyone joined in singing one verse of the MStar

él;einglod. Banner,." Mrs. Macauley introduced kMrs. Kipling, national chaixman for the
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Paris envention. A vote of thanks was glven to her and the Paris Auxiliary members.
‘Then Mme. De St. Orolx, President of the Wational Comncil of French Women, add Mme.
Le Grande, General Secretary of that organization, were introduced. In broken Englis!
they told of the great love France has for America and how grateful they were to us.
Mrs. Macauley responded to the address of welcome and appreciation, and said that she
:!'elrt‘r:that this convention would bring ebout a much deeper feeling between the Fremch
and the Americens. ILady Churchill} the International President of the omen's
Auxiliary to Fidac, brought greetings from the British Legion. She said the work of
the Fim is to ma2intain bonds of friendship between the Allied ex-service men, to
defend the rights of 211 ex—nérvice men and thelr families and to work for peace. She
'quité ':too}c'I our breath awey when she anmnounced they had received 433 million pounds in

-’:%-ono w*or pbppy sales. All of these mon ‘were dressed in very ‘heavy monmins-

g mre mut 01’ 'uh& women of France.

M. 'rardiau and @en. Gouraud were ushered in at this time and were given a hearty

oy o
.f\'-r

welcome. t:uer of these men could speak English but they talked to us in French

-n.

and mtorprltgrs translated their remarks. After Gen. Gouraud welcomed ug, he told
the women how brave he thought ‘they had been. He said they could have kept thelir Yoys
home and ' %, but instead hed sent them overseas to fight. He assured us the French

ST L
peoplo hegd not forgotten this faet end they appreciated what the boys had done with

all their hearts. M. Tardieu said Prance had a feeling of love and respect for us
boqame our soldiers had helped them during the wer, and, also, becsuse we had done so
© much fo relieve their suffering after the war. He closed his speech by wishing the
sun to shine on us all tixe while we were in France.

The reports of the Permanent Organization, Credentials and Rules committees all
were read and approved. The Parade Chairmen reported that the reds had declared there
would be no Legion parade, but the Parade Committes decided that there would be one

in spite of them, and that #11 should take part. ¥We were warned that we must all

conduct ourselves in a guiet and dignified manner.



Mre. Macauley then gove her snmurl report. I cannot say enough in her praise.
She wore & simple little white dress with the red beldric of her office. She wae very
swoot to look ypon and wes o gracious and courteous to 911. She conducted the
convention boautifully and kopt all businoss on"fgunue.me time. CShe told us how much
of her.time and herself the had given to the Auxi',,liary work, and how mch she apprecis
the honor that was hers. After her report, she recammended:

1. That a pald ;mbll.cit; divector be engnged to gather and prepare material for
e monthly bulletin to ba sent to 511 dopnrmu.
‘ 2. That tm adnltional workers be added to the oteff at Hationel Headquarters.

3. That a rm be raised this coming year to be used for furthering sn mnioml

i .oamicn for sdequate Fational Defense.
4. That the Departments consider seriously and 80 orgenizo thelr membership

e progrem es to provide for the rencwel of £ll memberships by Januery 1.

- mr paid this wes the fullest yoer of her 1ife end that it always would |
nn in ‘ﬂar MoMATY and inspire her, £s an individusl, to carry on and sorve God and

co"mry. o :

: e mnm Vige Pnnimh geve their roports. !rs. Hagzel L. Cheney, Vice
,mmm for the Smuurn Division, told how the South had suffored during the pest
;mlr 'hoomu ef m Mmtors. She pu&m tho Amdll.lw for 2ll the rauo:t mrk.lﬁ
had dom. She prodlcm thore would be grest suffering thls ninter. and mm all %o
bo ready to holp vhon the call csme. The Hationel Treasurer, Secrotery and Historian
gave thelr reports, after shich came the Memorlal Service, very besutiful and impressive

The session then adjourned and overyone hurried to got in line for the parsde. vs
" Monday hed been procleimed a logal holidsy, Stores, offices, factories and
evorything but cafes were cloved, Xverybody was dressed in their dost clothes and
meny Frenchmen wore tiny imericsn flage in their lapels. Big flags were overywhere,
you could almost believe you were in lmerice, there were so many Stars and Stripes
arovnd. The vhole olty was exoited all day long. The Mimmeapolis Gles Club girls wer e

‘ve:; m-unh dlpappointea. at ﬁrst. becm: m wra told nut to wear our orsnze wniforms
Tl RS %u £ i TR W




but we turned our cepes wrong side out, showing the bleck linings, and wore our
black hats and formed in line with the Mimmesota delegation, so the Clee Club capes
were uornnin the Paris parade as they have been at otaer National Conventione.

AS the drums stsrted and the parade begen, and we marched through the streets,
I cannot begin to tell you how thrilled I was. The French were not only kind-hearted
and good to us; they wented to protect us also. They called the soldiers of Frrmce,
and placed than shoulder to shouldsr on each side of the street. There they stood
“14ke a stone wall, all in uniform and with fixed bayonets to protect us if necessary,
end in beck of this wall of soldiers on each side of the street was literally packed,
a mass of humenity. The doors and windows of 21l the buildings were filled with peop!
also, All the French in raris and of all the near suburbs were there from the
bldolt nan to ths youngest bebe. On their faces were tears and smiles, and they were
all wavlng Eheir hnndkarchiofs and choering Vive I'Amertquo, or Long live America, -
not onoe, hut continuously from the time we startad our march on to the finish. It
was the most inspiring sight I have ever seen. They threw roses and kisses &t us,
lnd appluudod, wept and 1aughea.
: ﬂhoro ware two roviawing stends erected at the magnificent Flaco de la Conscord,
‘wanh”;ﬂe;vige éommaﬁdwﬁyes Right was given, I could see Hrs Macauley holding a huge
_bouqust of flouerl, standing next to Conmander avage. She recognized us, and
smiled and waved. We merched on snmd on, o enthused snd touched, and thrilled, that
we forgot to be tired, and could heve paraded for hours. We csme to the Arc de
: ?rio@ﬁhe;ztﬂo‘military persde has pasged under thies historic place since the Victory
parade 0271919, end we ware given this honmor. The tamb.of the Unlnown Soldier was
almost in the genter of the Are, end as we passed through in single file, we threw
roses on the tomb. XNo one who marched in this parade and saw the exprassions on the
faces of these French people end hecrd their enthusiasm could doubt for ons moment
that they really loved the Leglon. They feel this way, for they know what war really
means. There are no young men left in France, only cripples and old men. The enemy

ezme into thelr territory and destroyed their cities, towns and homes, and tortured
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énd harmed their women and children. Our boys came to the rescue, and that is what
the American Legion means to France.

Tuesday morning, I attended the joint meeting of the Legion and Auxiliary at the
Trocadeo which was the Legion Convention headquarters. It is one of the largest
buildings lin Paris and was originally built for the International Exposition of 1878.
It seats 6,000 people end contains one of the largest pipeorgans in the world. The
grounds are beautiful and are smong the show gzrdens of Paris. It is opposite the
Eiffel prez", which is the tallest in the world.

Bﬂ. Joe Barnett, who was formerly a Leglonnaire, opened the session with a
. -.‘,-prnﬂr, a.fto,'r wh!.ch the Minnesota Sergeant-at-Arms advenced with the colors. Commande
B,avagq;_'t_h_en .?rocented Marshal ¥Foch to the Convention.

The Har;hal of France wes given & great ovation that lasted fully five minutes.
His runa_:.:ks u’nrox_ tranelated, and interrupted time and again by cheers and applause.
He said: uy deir ;“Gomrades, no other country will understand you better than France.

In the dagra of angulsh Pershing ceme, leading the Americen Army and said, 'Lafayette,
we are herf and today, when ¥rance drosses her wounds, the American Legion says 'For
‘peace aml li'borty, together and forward? . Where is the Frenchman who would not anxwer
t\hil\éﬂﬂl}_;-? ! ‘

,}eatbld of the perfect love and understending between himself and Pershing
during }Pe war.

ﬁomandor Smago then personally conducted General Pershing to the spesker's
plstfoi'm. If euch a thing could be possidble, General Pershing was received with
more ﬁ?’;hus:}mithan Marshal Foch. He told of entertaining Marshal ¥och six years ago
u hoﬁor gu.‘oa.t pf our convention. He said that there was one cloud to d-rken the
smshinc'} of t.hs;ir visit, and that wes the tears in the eyes of the 1,000,000 French
widow”;h‘b welcomed us, and the thought of the 2,000,000 orphan children in France.
Ho said thtls:convention was not merely & re-union of veterans but wasthe joining to-
gether of t\vo great nations, and hoped this influence might spread, and help to

'protoct othgr lands from storms of hatred and violence.
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Commender Sevage then introduced General Goursud, who ig the !ilitary Governor of
Peris, snd who lost his am during the wer. He congratulated the legion for its
wonderful parade, and said, Flags never looked so beautiful es the two did together.

He said the ¥rench couldntt realize how America oould reise end army of fouwr million
men so g:c_tckly =nd how shi could send two million ecross. He seid they apprecisted the
help the women had given in the hospitals, Bed Oroes and Salvation Aruy.

Mrs. Mscauley wes tha next speaker. She gaid tha American Legion and Auxillary
wes the silver lining, for it would meke America a betier place to live in, and she
explained the role women hed during the wer. Just a2t this time Cosmander Savage spled
the meyor of New York sitting with the New York delegates, %o he cslled very loudly
for Jimmy Talker to come to the platform. He sald you never forget the fellow who went
ints the trenches with you and if you can't find that one here, remember he was the
¥ind of man who wented to give something to his country. He cslled the boys Glorious
Americsns and Xed Tlooded Frenchmon. United States Senator Tysom, of Tennessee pald
a tribute to Frence, and seid the convention was the moel memorable occasion thab
sver occurrasd in history. He declared that two countries which had been so welded
together by bloodshed, war and suffering, should never have war. G(eneral iines,
director of the Veteran Bureau, Charles Mills, head of 40 and 8, spoke, and Genoral
Janes Dredn mede a rovort of the Legion Zudowment fund of $5.000,000, whish iz used
to care for the disebled veterans and orphens of the wer. The meeting then adjourned.

four chalrmen was appointed on the Poppy Commifttee, which met Tuesdsy evening
2t 8 o'elock. In the sbsence of the chairman Mrs. biken from Indiana was appointed
cheirmen end HMrs. Brown, Secretary. The roll was called and the poppy repert for
the year wes read. It urged us fo take word beck to our units to employ uncompensated -
men, or men ¥ho sre physically disabled, to make povvies. Tor every commercial popuy
that the Legion buys we must realize that one cent is being teken away from some
needy vetersn. Je rmst kee- the boys as busy as we cen, for we must remember the
origin of the memorial pop y which rasresents the sacrificial blood snilled in the

bottle fields.of Frence. It was recommended that the history of the ponvy book be
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revised end sold, snd also that heamdquarters take over the sale of stickers. I¥ also
ves recomnended not to sell the popyy film to walts which sell commertisl poppies.
It was recommended to continue the Poppy division at National headquarters. Mimmeapolis
presented & resolution providing that a Unit Organization must not sell poppies unless
they are made by disabled service men under supervision of the Apzxiliary.

Wednesdsy morning there was a half hour of music as usual, and then the Auxiliary
convention‘ was op;nod by Presentation of colors, the salute to the flag and a community
eong. They sang "imerica", and the Lonz, Long Trail. The Chaplain invoked the prayer
and the Secretary called the roll.

Mme. De Belle, President of Professional women, brought a greeting in French.

It was recommended that the Wational Vice Presidents be introduced to the convention.
The National Historisn's report and the music report were re-d and accepted and at this
point the Floride drum corps interrupted and asked admission. They had received the
first prize and so came to pay their respects. Their ladies escorted them up the aisle
and they presented flowers to Mre. Macauley, and filed to the back of room and

played “Hinky Dinkey Parley Voo,"} Madelon", "Sweet Flérida", and "Sweet Adeline."

Mrs. Barring started her Unit Activity report, but at this time the meeting was
interrupted by Commander Ssvage, who was escorted immediately to the platform. He
made a very fime tallc end & pathetic one. He was so vproud of the convention and of
the whole-hearted reception we had received from the Fremch people. He thought the
Auxiliary meant so much, that it influenced the town, ho-. and people for good. At
the last he told how he had gome to his sife's room before he left. He opened the
dresser drawer and looked over the pretty things she had bought just before her sudden
death and put away for the trip. He told how she had looked forward and plemned for
it, and how sorry he was she was not among the Auxiliary members in the Audience. ihen
he abruntly stopped and left, there was not & dry eye in the room. The United States
may well be proud of Commander Savage. He was presented with the Legion of Honor by
the French govermment.

The legislative committee submitted its report and Charles Mills, head of the
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40 and 8, called Mrs. Kramer, head of the Auxiliary 8 end 40 to the platform, and
~resented her with a huge houquet of flowers, to show the men's appreciation for her

" work. He also presented one to iras. Yaceuley and told us that the 40 and 8 wanted to

got away from the playground stage and wanted to do, and was doing, worth while things,
its main project now being child welfare work. Nrs. Xramer told of her work and
exnlained that no one could belong to the 8 and 40 organization who hed not been a member
of the Auziliary for at least six months and who had done some actual work for Unit
Orzanizations. She said Yrs. De Val from ithode Island had been elected new head.

In finishing the Unit Activities report we learned that Minnesota had received
citations, first for supply shelf, second for the revolving fund and third,for its
Cook Book sale, The Chaimman of the Credentals Committee, vas called on for her report,
the Poppy report was given and we adjourned for lunch.

' Sesslons were resuned at 1:30. Mrs. Biester gave the mombership report end it
was aprroved. Mrs. Shepard, chairman of the Child Welfare committee, recommended that:
(1) Departments psy the expenses of their Child Welfare meetings; and (2) That
the National hesdquarters give help to France for its Child Welfare #ork. 'The Fldac

and Hesolution report were given and accepted.

Mrs., Macauley at this time announced that, beczuse this pilgrimage to ¥rance was
in memory of our boys that did not come back, she felt the 0lod Star mothers should
be especially honored, and so she had solected two Gold Star members to represent all
the Gold Stsr membere. She said she had chosen Mme. De Lori of ¥rance, who had lost
two boys in the war, to represent the Gold Star mothers of ¥rance. lLrs. Schofield
from Yew Hempshire, was chosen to represent the Jold 3tar mothers of America.

This was to me one of the most touching scenes I've ever seen. This dear little
French women dressed in the deepest of mourning, told us that the money we had sent to
cere for the orphans of France, had ssved her life, for ehe was so broken-hearted she
did not care to live. Now she had found 1ife and hsppiness, doing for other children.
She said we must tell the mothers back home that ¥rance loved their boys and took care

of their graves. And they aid not want the mothers %o feel their boys were in 2 foreign
. 1 ——



land, but to feel as if they were at home, for France loved them like their owni and
in the name of & million peonle of Frenee she wished to thank them for their sacrifice.

Mre. Schofield was then prosented. She was a very aristrocratic appesring woman.
She told us from the moment she set foot in France she felt the sympathy and love
of the Fronch pecple. It brought dack all the sad memories, snd she wanted at this
time to show the gratitude of the Gold Ster motﬁers towerd France, for the tokens of
remembrence, they had placed on our boys graves. She said the Gold Star mothers must
be part of the heroic people of France and pley their parts as heroes. She said ehe
was proud to say this wes the spirit of the Americsn Gold Star Mother.

I hustled home to get ready for tha States dinner. Mrs. Clarence Winter was chaire
man of the decorations for the Minnesota table at the States bonquet. She held
committes meatings on the hoat and the teble spoke for itself and showed the time and
work that was put on it. There was a sign with "Minnesota -- Lindy's Home State”,
printed on 4%, hanging in the middle of the table snd under this wes a large airplene
made of flowers. It was perfect in shape and vory beautiful. Flace cards were maroon
and gold with e gopher picture on it. A pyramid of small flour sacks was piled on one
end of the table, with American and French flags stuck in the topy and & pyremid of
iron ore on the other end of the teble with the flegs slso, The Salle Wegram was flag
bedrsped and flower decked; all places at the trble were taken and some, alas, couldn't
get in. It was a full dross affair and all the ladies as well as the man helped to
make the picture a besutiful and gay ome. As ueual, each state at roll call gave a
little stunt. ¥or Minnesota's stunt, Mrs. Bishop made & one-ninute talk, after which
Dorothy Winter and Blanche Scellen presented the florsl airplene te Marshal Foch and
they kissed him. Then they went over and stool in front of Commander Savage and
rut their checks up for him to kiss, There was & wili uproar and meny said it was
hard to beat Minnesote. There were 41 at the Minnesota table, one of the largest
delegations there. There was musiz and speeches and every ons wes hapny and the States

dinner was a biz success.



“‘4n peeutiful comdition.

Thursday morning the meeting wos onened with usual music, processional, salute and
prayer.

World's store gave & beautiful embroidered flaz to the obdest Gold Star mother
present and lrs. Wisted of Drluth, YMinnesota, was the honored one. The Tinance,
Americanism, and Rehabilitation reports were read and eccepted. Mrs. Spencer's
Behabiliéation report received much spplause. The departments of Lpulsiana end Mississip
of fered resolutions of thanks to Mrs. Spencer for her promptness,in‘anawering their
call after the terrible fioods. The smount of clothing sent to the flood sufferers by
tuxiliarg Units was valued at over $750,000, and the 50u§hQ?P3WQW?Q.FOid_Uﬂ it was all

lrs. Spencer's comnlete report follows:

Cauh cWltels r¢commendod by the Rehabilitation Committes to the Beventh Anm:nl Convention
.of the American Legion that .the following recommends tions be aﬁopted:-
1. That a2 simple, concise manual be compiled by the Rehabilitation Gommittse for
the Units and Department use, seid manual to serve as a direct method of
_clarifying the scope and progrem of nehabilitation.
"2. That 'the Rehabilitation meritorious citation plan be continued as a means of

" ¥

disseminating orizinal and constructive programs. . b

‘W3, That all Departments urge the adoption of & plan whereby every Unit, 80 far
as-posgible under its jurisdiction, will sponsor sales of ﬁhe disJosal of
articles made by the disabled and wnemployed. . . s ';

4. That ean annual standardized report form be adopted, said form to ba distributed
not later than sixty days following,ﬁhgruational cgnvent;on. \

15, That we continue to disburse the National Rehabilitation fund in aéﬁgrdance
with the plan adopted at the 5t. Paul Convention, namely that any danartment

* may secure financial assistance to supplement tha work of the department
providing such applications for assistance is made by the Departmant Re=

habilitation Chairmen, and the request is countersigned by the Depaftment
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Rehabilitation President.
#g. That all Departments incorporate in their progrsms, the Unit Supply Shelf plan.

#7. That Depa:rtmentn adopt a uniform Chrisimas g£ift progream.

%8, That a1l Departments naintain & Depertient Rehabilitation fumd.: . o

“g. That the Unit to Paris Post No. 1. France, be given financial -assistance from
the Hational Rehabilitation fund, not to exceed $1,000.
#10.Thet a National Rehabilitation Monthly News Letter Dbe published in the official

willetin. "

.. "M1.That a Eeha‘bilitation “Question box" be meinteined in the official National

publs.gation of the American Legion ‘Auxiliery.

“12.That all holpital asaigmanti to departments, giving ‘aid to overburdened

departments shall ‘5o made throush the National Cheirmen; sueh procedure will
- make for greater efficlency.
"1.'% That dopai;fh{eﬁ'ts urge unites to meke a survey of the ex-service men and their

faunilias 1n order to ascertaln the welfore conditions.

_ “14 'I’hat each Department Cheimen propare and ennual resume not to exceed 200

word.! sai.d resume “to be fﬂed as a permanent record of,ﬁba.)l}ehabi}iyation

tivlt:lu of eac‘n departmhnt. i : (S WAOWKT ;

¥ ’ Y

"15.'i‘hat yherever possible dcpartment: ntabn;h in communities. where, Uni ted States
Veterans Bureau hospitals are located, 2 council or hospital association,
said council to be composed of one representative from every patriotic group
and prominent orgahization interested in- the welfare of the jes-servyice men.
"16 'I'hat the Department Chairmen thall be the National. represerxltgl_igivg,i_n her own

denar tment .

‘nEITorYo
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#17.That each Departmen‘a ‘include in its Rehabilitation progran i;!f,ovi,l_ion to aid

ex-service men to secure employment. ‘\

#18.That Bepartments include in their program provisions for the persanal

\y

contacting of families of all hospitalized men. "
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;fminations were then in order for Netional President, and the roll was called.
Mrs. llcGlassen was put up by Colorado and she thanked them dbut declined. G(eorgia put
up Mrs. Fikler who had been MNational Committeewomen four years and finance chairman
a year. ‘Indiéna ﬁut up Mrs. Xdna Barcas, wh» had been National Poopy chairmen and who
was & (Gold Stor mother. New Hampshire nominated Mrs. Jalbridge who served with Salvation
Army on four fronts, within the lines, during the wer, and lrs. Bishop, representing
Minnesota, second her nominatioh., Mrs. Macauley ssked all the candidates to come to
_the platform and she presented them to us.
: Nominétiona Qﬁre then in order for Vice Presidents. Those nominated were:
Central Division, Mrs. Smith of Illinois.
Western Division, Mre. Belle Simpson of Junesu, Alaska.
Northwestern Division. Mis. Frenois §. ¥ing of Cheyenne, Wyoming.
uouthern Division, Mre. W. W. Toures of Petershing, Virginia.
Eastern Division, Mrs. William G. Spemmsn of Wilmington, Deleware.
lirs. Laurence V. Benett of Psris was recommended for election &s Vice resident
of Fidac, which has a vice president in every allied coumntry.
' The rasoluxiona Commi ttae then- reported as follows:
1 - Recommended that Bulletins be contimued.
2 - Recommended that the word "widow" be substituted for "wife" in the ielibility
clause, for if a wife of a dead soldier marries again, the would not bs eligible.
3 = Lecommended that Auxiliary recognize the 8 and 40 as affilliatei organization.
4 - Recommended that thé Auxilisry send congratulations to the Legion on its program
-of Natibﬁal'iegisiaiioni
5 - Recommended thot letters of greetings be sent to Mrs. Oliphat, Mrs. Bishop, Dr.
: .Hiei;éha},;Beba'ﬁeh%hérhelt and Mrs. Hayse, past Treesurer.
6 = liesolved to use its influence to protect young people of the country by checking
up speakers who address them in schools.
The Pa~sa =t this time announced the arrival of General Pershing, and escorted

ain Lo the plasiom. a2 said marching wsown the aisle with all the pretiy girls he
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felt as if there was only one thing lacking, and that was the wedding march. He
warned ua to be careful of Commmism. He urged us to wﬁrk for peage but the right

. kind of peace. Men and women, he said, uho ere not willing to dafend their country

_ ﬁnd peqplq vho donnot measure up to the principles of our country seek the wrong kind
-ﬁf peace. He warned us that the eneny wes trying to work through the women, but he
said, the women of fmerica, who went through the war are too bigz and breve to be
influenced bu tha foe, snd they should direct their political efforts towards better
things and atrength end hapyiness will be secured. He told us, that to secure the
right kind of peace, there muet be friendship, mutual understanding and éonfidence
and to be even trup to the idéals we hold. He complinented the Legion and Auxiliary

. on tho wonderful parade. He told of what an impreasion it had mede on all of the
pOOple of ?ranca. The women were so plaased with Pnrahing'l talk, and they all stood

at attention and apnlanded until he left the room. It was1navad and seconded then th=¢

-

® copy of his npoeoh Pe sent to every Uhit R _

Iady Churchill Prasident of the Auxiliary of Fiaao gnvo a farewell addrosa,

tha final businels of the convention before election' It was moved and seconded

LANY ALS . e A [V \Jh..

that the Finance uommittas donate money for w tches of for some other appropriate

gift for boys in the hosPital.

- vt

It was recammended that no ons use the abbreviation of American Legion Auxiliery
as A,L, A.,but always to use the full title in lational haadqnartars, departmentn,

Uhitn and by membars. It wated appreoiation to the Legion for the privilega of being

ol . . \,\., AT U

hara 1n Paris for the aaarty walcama &nd an expression of &ffectlon and love to the

- Women or Franco.

\. ..k pi e - T

' It apyroved tho annuai Hational Defenee COnferance held ab i Yashington and voted
_to buy a bablet for the Uhknow Soldier at Arlington Dr Hielscher and irs, Gutter
wore on the commitéee. The tablet will read, In memory of that silent Legion, the
men and women who laid down their livaes in the sacred cause of liberty end justice
1917-18. ZErected by The American Legion Auxiliafy'in 7th. year of ite existence.

- 1B a=



The tablet will be put in = slass case.

It sent a vote of thanks t6 all express companies snd railroads, which here
contributed end are still contributin: to the causa.

It rocommended thet we send our heartfelt thenks and appreciation to avary
organization represented and to the President and members of the Paris Unit for meking
the convention possible.

£ quartette sang at this time end then there wes a recess for a short ceusus to
prepere for the election. lirs. Welbridge was elected president and the Vige Presidents
who were nominated all were alected and this was retified in New York city at the
ratification meeting. Mrs. Walbridge went to the platform and thanked the delezates
for their confidence in her and promised her loyelity and support to the Auxiliery.

" Mrs. Macouley then told us how hard she had workdd for this convention. Some
 people had told her she woyld have to bs in Paris alone with her gsvel, thzt there
would be no delegotion. She thanked the states, districts, and units for their
loyal interest and support and she tried to tell us how much she appreciated the
wonderful representstion end the soirit of ‘the convention. SR

The meeting was then adjourned until the ratification whieh took place in New
York, I want 'to repeat at this time the fact that the reports of the commi ttees
are on file and any‘one ean read them or see them at any time.

Mrs. Bishop asked me to attend a tea for the new Legion Commender, Yr. E.E,
Spafford, of Mew York. So I had the honor of riding in the car with th2 new
president, Mrs. Walbridge, and Mrs. Bishop over to tea. We kissed snd congratulsated
Commander -Spafford, had tea and hurried along, for we were going to another tea
the same afternoon and one that I know you will all enjoy hearinz zbout.

Of course gbu know that the home of iadze 3emes, our delegste=-at=larse %o France,
was in Paris before she was married. Her parents ere still livinsz and her mother
entertained about sixteen of the ¥innesota women for tes at har hone. They liva

Just outside of the big gates that lead into Paris. We took 2 cab end arrived

before Madge. The maid took us throw?}? and we removed our wraps and went into the



living room. MHer mother sni here, end in har way she welcomed us all as if ghe had
known us elways. She could not epeak Ingllsh snd Dorothy 7inter was interpreter.
The 1ight on her face and the smile in her eyes spoke volumes and we could readily |
oo why‘ ladge is the kind of a women she ig. Their home was very, very beautiful
and  vhen Madze ceme she took us into =11 the big rooums, poihhd out the beaufifwl - -

carved pieces and antiques 2nd curios. She was an 1deal hostess and made us feel

&t home and we enjoyed every mivute ‘of ‘our ViBit." Tt was @ rsfe opportunity to visit

- @ reguler French home and see their eustoms. Tea was served in the d.'ﬂu.hg Toom and

"1t was vhat we would call a full sized mesl. Ve ware &ll very' grateful o Madge and

A7 her mother; snd £81t that! this -2s ons of the high spots of the trip.

e

o Friday ve todk e train at 7-a.n. for'the battlefislds: ‘We sak the Narne River,

“¢% OhateéawiThierry, Bt Minielivalley,"the hi11 oh'she sldewas thE GERRaRis- sad on the

-other.the Americens.” Wa went by the Weuse riveér snd the Arzonne Torest, Bar-le-dus,

and got off the trein at Verdun. Most of thelr toms &re Buil up ‘new again. - All

‘new buildings hed red Yoofs in place of the old-ones, -There &re-ns mém fn‘the country

“itiat ell. Ve saw 80 many very old women‘outin fhe f{ald ‘doinz men's “work ¥t ‘1ooked

- 80 pitiful,  The horsés in the field sre hitched tandem style, for the toxes are

less 1f youhiteh them up'in this marner. 'All through this ‘section of the country,

““Justas the poem tells ws; ‘are fields and fields of red Doppies. Ve stosved and

plcked some. <There were -shell holes, old -dugouts, barbed wire and trenches #nad old

“-barracks everywherd. We saw Montfancon which is now-almost in Tuilns, " In the days

of the war the German Crown “rince cexe hore occasionslly and the obasrvadion vost

-used by him was shown to us. It was of extrs heavy concrete. - It was a very common

sight to see a momument all alone in a field showing where some un¥nown soldierse lay
or where some soldiers were buried. . fe went by Dead Men's Hill, which 4s called this
‘because in a battls fought thers, every one was lled and the ground arcund has never
bean touched except to bury the boys. There is a large cemetery on the Hill. Te

sav & large monument built by the Pemsylvania npeonle for their memorial. Also one

-— 18 .



for the first Division.

&g we were driving alonz, we saw a fleg pole away ahead of us and a flag was
flyinz in the breeze. As we came closer we saw 1t was a very large American flag,
Emd. ag we ceme still closer we saw white 6rossea, row on Tow, and w2 xmbw this was
komagne Cemetery. There was a large cement building on & terrace at one side of the
road, and this was a Cafe and Jouvenir thop. XScross tre ron.d wag the bazutiful
. cuneteryl As T sbood there ‘and looked at those 14,134 white crosses, sach oaaring a
soldier's mane printed ia large, black letters, with sillkc flogs, one America:n and one
”:;annoh “and a”wreath of ‘papples on each grave, 1 wished that er ch uold $t-r mother beck
home might have stood there in my shoen, to view it all. It was the most sacred sight
1 heave ever seen, and as we, walkod botwean tno oroasas, we silontly thnmced God for our
boys vho came back, and pladged oursslves to gee that Iallll rour hoys wno are disabled
end vhose fomilles are in need, shall be icken cars of. f%e owe this debt and we must
: pa;,r ¥re. Maude Donnhue ‘Hall of CoKeto had 1#’09@01 to go ta thiu ccmatprv- ‘for her
first husband, Hilliam Donshme, is buried there. Her .moths;' was taken very ill at this
time end she could not zo and we promised her we would vieii: her hﬁs‘oand‘s."‘,;rave. Edde
" Lindell pléced & wrsath thers and we &ll stood st sttention eround his greve and had es
niee » caremony as we covld perfom. We took kodek pictui;e-s ofl fhe grave and. aré going
"to send them to'her.c v oo ot |

low we felt the »ilgrimege wans over epd we started out‘to ses as much of Turope
as we could in the timo wo hed. We stayed in Paris three days longer epd decided to
visit Verssilles, the most noted snd impo:g't?;nt of all suburts, fo‘r here arethe most
' :magnificent pelace snd gardens of the mrld... Tha _palace i‘ronf. i's 636 yérd;s long. It
tool fourteen yeers to build. It could accommodate 10, 000 persona ‘and there were
stebles which provided for an equel mumber of hors_as. Louia XIV built’ “hils palace and
spent so much money on it and in other foolish ways tha.ﬁ -the people of his ldngdom
were starviing. We saw the balcony, where the quaen, with her little prince in her
arme, went out amd weved 46 the mob and quieted them, buh'liatér they came baclk
agein and we saw the secret passage through which the family escaped. The nost
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important thing to ue in Amerieca about thsi palace was that the treaty of peace with

Germany wae signed here by President #ilson, and we saw the room end the very table ra
on which he signed it. The room was a very large one, 245 feet in leggth and 35 fe- e
wide. It is called the Mirror Room for there are 17 windows on one side overlooking
the beautiful gerdens and across from each window 18 aa mirror, on the ovvosite side o
the room, to correspond with the window and to feflect the "eautiful garden. Here ail
the gorgedus balls and receptions were held in Louis XIVie day. It was indeed 2 place
fit for & king.

ve went to the top of the Kiffel tower, and visited the Louvre Art Gallery, the
liadelene Church, Noire Dame Cathedral, Napoleon's Weautiful Tomb end Chapel, the
Invelides Home for soldiers, the Tuleries Gardems, Lurembourg Pelace and gerdens, the
Harket, Latin Quarter ead “hinese (uarter and then we drove all around the wonderful
boulevards and parks. we found the shops of Faris so fascineting that we feirly had to
make oureelves leave the place, but Yonday night we storied for Geneva, Switzerland.

it Geneva the secretery of the League of Nations invited us to dinner at a very
beautifvl Country Club. ile pointed out many notebles to us. He took us a2round the city
end 1t was a marvellous plece. The view from our bedroom wes beautiful te behold. ve
were right on the shore of Leke Geneva, blue and cle'r, with boats, both large and small
gliding by; and Mount Blanc, the highest mountain peak in ‘urope in the distance. It
wag so wonderful we could hardly believe our eyes; ;but when we went to Montreux, the
econery wis even more beantiful. I never expect to feel ;o heavenly agein. It wes
all too wonderful to believe and you almost felt as if you must have entered into the
naxt world.

¥rom here we went to Luzembourg, the home of Dorothy Winter's mother , smd found
her relations. Je met a French girl here who had married a soldier from Puffalo, New
York, and she wcs back visiting her floks. She wes very kind to us, acted as interprete
and took us sight-ceeing and shopping and told us of the awful things they had to
endure during the war. Their country was neutral snd the Germans esme into their homes

and lived there., The femilies were made to gleep on the floor and eat the scrans the
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Germans left ond were tortured aﬁd mistreated. The more we heard and sew, the more we
realized how little we felt the war in comparison with the people of Europe.

We went on from here u» the river into Germeny. Alweys before this, when we had
gone through the custom and immigration offices, the words "American Legion" and our
dumb looks lets us by. We said we felt the words, "American Legion," was magic, but in
Germany it meant nothing, and we were told to get off the train. We had been talking

to a man in our compartment who had beén an officer in the Germsn Army, and 80 he tried
to help ue and succeeded, and we were 21l allowed to zo on. ¥e learned we had entered

- Gemany through the occupied territo:y and that this has been forbidden." On the boat
coming home wa learned that two of our kinnesota men were put in Jail for dotng this and
had had to pay a fine. When we lesrned this, we falt as 1f the guidinp hand had been
loading and taking care of us, and we felt this many other times on our trip. e stoppe
at Coblerz end Cologne and they are crowded with Belgium, British and French soldiers.
The Germans resent this fact, and also resent the frct that they have to pay and support
this army of occupaéion. |

We w.at from hare to fmeterdam, Holland, ;nd liked iﬁ tg;re-ao wnli;that we stayed

three days. The town iteolf scemed more like an American ci£y, bﬁt fhe¥1;i$nds were

-wonderful.  All were eo quaint we took many picturea hhere. All 1nhab1tanta dress in

Ot

peasant costumes and woodon shoes and we saw the little Dutch houses, churchea and
windmills. The peasants picked up several Legion sayings like ”Never heard of it,"
and they would say it to us and laugh, and ‘then hold out thoir hands for money.

The biggest thrill of the tri» come vhen we flew from Amsterdem to London. Ve
rode in a German plane driven by a German Ace. The shipwes a large one, holding twelve
. .persons., The.nllot drove so smoothly I couldn't tell when e left the gréund. e just

went up and up and tho green grass and trees and canals all looked marveloul. The

ws people.were like 1ittle specks. We flew along the shore of tha Horth Sea, over Holland,

Belgium and France; and when we got to Calais we turned and flew ascross the channel.
There were dozens of little boats all around end “ngland shead of us. We flew over the
aw Gl e
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white cliffs of:Dover snd were over Pngland. wa certainly were omited. end en:]nri&’
1% al1° & inchs ¢ Everything looked so pratty ‘He sav & blg fog ahead. of us and gl

were told "that: that was. London. tte f].ew 1nto 1t and. then circled around twica and came

N ».-.,.. o .hé
dovm’ Mﬁy ‘on to the ground =t Uroydan Field; and. here we were Wt safo and ammd. 1& % LN

'Londan fﬁg? Ry AT Eaia - gt e ' Lok T hanty ‘ sJ
i tﬁ& t‘b,, n-.h ﬁemw ‘ﬁg, ﬁgw&jﬁmﬁ%ﬁ‘ 'ﬁéf‘ r ) fu'q%

© We~atayed in London; three dnm i the
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we #pent every minute lecking end seeing as ruch as ve could. ‘We saw Westninster L’o‘bcy
ap ; - -“-)!- ."'j {“ R e e A l}"
and ‘the Tnlmovm Soldier's Tomh. Ve etcnpa& at the Genotaph to pay cm.ru reepe%f ‘ "Ml g
“"!“ ks ""‘ '1 Ut 2
the Hen @ they pess this momment take of £ thelr hats. ?'e saw Bi.ckinghmn Palked, the

ooupt-of StenJemes, the marvellous Pj.ccadilly circus the '!‘hamas rlver and went in the

tunmel whiéh: is upder the. river. Ve u.-u the 'J.'ower of I.ono.on, and all the dtmgoant and
Jewels  and armour,-ssv London bridse, Petticoat I.an Somerset Ho'p,sa,‘ arul mony other

places we amhin 80, much pbout.,
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pirs Qm day moming ve. boa.rdepl. the train for thc laat time for Southsmptom, wﬁh’re ]
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comntry in’ the world, end bt-c}- to our hones and to ‘the cnes¢ ne bfthh Bet 9“ o ‘T" %

,__"""Lf‘-'i‘I"mpt,tgfgm this opporhmity of tel}ing you ledics of the Hemmepin Cotnty

"-,-w.

g % ? s , 4
Imxi'liary, that‘ this trip 'nns been t.he biyr-eat treat 6‘? my léo’"ﬁéﬁqﬁ éfi%‘fr’imhﬁ : o

owe it to you and eppreciate 1t and h«.‘ﬂe anjo,,red it. 1 on‘.tj hoﬂe t‘nat in & smell woy 1
have brough'a sons 1dea of the t.r!.p and convantion bnék to you and that it mey inlpi‘n
you, ot it has me, to carry on the work until evnry dispbled w-n and “heedy” ¢child has
been token ¢ re of, end then we #111 heve truly kept falth with "the men vho went West".
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